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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the 2007 WIA Annual General Meeting and Open Forum.

This is the third Open Forum following the statutory Annual General Meeting since the
restructure of the WIA into asingle national body.

This year's AGM and Open Forum at Parkes in New South Wales is a departure from the
past, really an experiment in moving right into the country quite along way from any capital
city. Itis, as| write this some 4 weeks before the meetings, already an embarrassing success,
aswe have already had to tell people that the tour of the CSIRO radio telescope is booked out.

This booklet is a'so a new approach.

In the past we have ssmply handed out photocopies of the various reports.

The reports together are an interesting history of the WIA over the period they covered, and
highlighted the variety of things the WIA did. It is thought that properly presented they
would make a document of value and that they would be better put together as a book, with
some copies available for those unable to attend, particularly those who contributed to it, and
some kept for posterity.

So, here isthe book of the reports.

It is the product of the work of so many, fromall parts of Australia, the people that make the
WIA worth belonging to.

| hope that you agree that it is something worth taking away from our 2007 Open Forum, and
something worth keeping.

Michagal Owen VK3KI
President



Present:

Opening:

Apologies

Silent Keys:

Procedure:

THE WIRELESS INSITUTE OF AUSTRALIA
ACN 004 920 745

Minutes of Annual General Meeting

The City of Bankstown RSL Club, Bankstown, Sydney

2.00 pm, Saturday 6 May 2006

31 members were present.

The Chairman Michagl Owen, VK3KI declared the meeting open at 2:20 pm,
and welcomed all present to the second Annual Genera Meeting since the
adoption of the new Constitution, changing the WIA from afederal structure to
asingle national body. The Chairman introduced and welcomed the President
of NZART Bruce Douglas ZL2WP and NZART Councillor Stuart Watchman
ZL2TW.

Chris Jones VK27ZDD, D Bddwin VK7DS, Allan Carman VK7PP, Willam
Adams OAM VK3ZWO, Robyn Gladwin VK3WX, Dane Fatouros
VK2FDFS, Dae McCathy VK4ADMC, Barry Roberts VK6KBR, K. C.
Hartley VK6GT, J. C. Wall, John Stacey, David Wardlaw VK3ADW and
Geoff Atkinson VK3YFA.

The Chairman followed the previous practise and honour Silent Keys. He said
that there were 27 members who had become Silent Keys known to the WIA
since the last meeting.

At the regquest of the Chairman, the meeting stood in silence in memory of all
the Silent Keys of amateur radio in Australia.

The Chairman referred to the inability of the Secretary to attend and pointed
out that Robert Broomhead and Ewan Mcleod would be assisting by keeping
minutes. The Chairman explained that each member entitled to vote had been
given ablue card, which could be held up when a show of hands was
requested. Under the Constitution proxies could be voted on a show of hands,
and proxies had been verified as follows:

Chairman 66



Minutes:

Ewan Mcleod 2
Eric Van De Weyer 1
Glen Dungtan 1

There were therefore 70 proxies in favour of the motions on the notice paper.

Each of these could be exercised by the holder, who would hold up a green
card with the number of proxies he was exercising.

The Chairman then pointed out that while every member was entitled to offer
comment and ask questions during the formal statutory meeting, the Board
hoped that the real discussion could tak e place in the Open Forum,
immediately following the formal meeting, when the various reports would be
considered.

The President, VK 3K presented the minutes of the previous Annual General
Meeting.

Moved Pearce Hedley VK2APQ, seconded Steven Kuhl VK2TQ that the
minutes as distributed be confirmed.

Carried unanimously.

Financial Statements;

Auditors:

The Treasurer Bruce Bathols, VK3UV presented the Annual Financial
Statements, Directors Report and Independent Audit Report for the year ended
31 December 2005.

Moved Bruce Bathols VK3UV, seconded DS Thompson VK2BDT that the
Annual Financia Statements, Directors Report and Independent Audit Report
be received and adopted.

Carried unanimously.

The Chairman announced that he had received written advice from the
auditors, Harmon Partners, that as a result of amendments to the Corporations
Act the resolution called for in the notice of meeting in relation to their
appointment and their fee was unnecessary as the appointment of auditors
continued from year to year until they were removed in accordance with the
Act.
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However he had been advised that the Auditors fee for the current year would
be the same as |ast year, that is $4000

Election Of Directors
The Chairman announced the result of the election of directors as follows:

Trevor Quick VK5ATQ, 715 votes, eected

Robyn Clare Edwards VK6XRE, 694 votes, € ected
Philip John Wait VK2DKN, 694 votes, €l ected
Edward Thrift VK2ARA, 477 votes, not elected

The Chairman thanked Ted for his contribution, and announced his
appointment as National Club Coordinator and also pointed out that Ted
remained joint editor of the Callbook.

The chairman then introduced Robyn Edwards to the meeting.

General Business:

The Chairman referred to clause 5.3 (b) of the Constitution, which dealt with
the election of Honorary Life Members, and advised that Bruce Bathols
VK3UV had recommended to the Board that Honorary Life Membership be
conferred on Bill Roper VK3BR. The Board had decided to nominate Bill to
this meeting for Honorary Life Membership of the WIA, and that if this
meeting approved that nomination, he would thereupon be elected to Honorary
Life Membership.

Bruce Bathols spoke to the motion to approve the nomination.

Moved Bruce Bathols VK3UV, seconded Peter Mill VK3APO that this
meeting approves the nomination of Bill Roper VK3BR (VK3ARZ) for
Honorary Life Membership. Graham Scott said that he fully supported the
motion.

Carried unanimously

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 2:49 pm.

Signed as atrue record

Michael Owen
Chairman

Date:



Report on Open Forum 2006

Opening of the Forum

In opening the Forum President Michael Owen VK 3K thanked those attending. The purpose
of the Forum is to allow the presentation of reports on activities during the past year and to
allow questions from members that can be addressed by the Board members present.

Ron Wilkinson Award

President Michael Owen VK3KI announced that the WIA Board had decided to present the
Ron Wilkinson Award jointly to two people who, in different ways, had contributed greatly to
the WIA’s role in the introduction of the new licence structure, and in particular, to the new
WIA amateur qualification assessment system.

The Board had decided to present the Award to Fred Swainston VK3DAC, the WIA’s
nominated RTO, who had provided the information, advice and guidance that had enabled the
WIA to rely on a nationally recognised qualification for its assessors, and who had trained so
many assessors and generally managed the system, and as said on the certificate presented to
him, to recognise his invaluable, unstinting and expert assistance in developing and
establishing a new WIA amateur qualification system.

Jointly with Fred, the Board presented the Award to Ron Bertrand VK2DQ, who had
participated in the development of the syllabi for all three grades of licence, coordinated the
formulation of the practical assessment, worked on the creation of the question banks and led
the early trial Foundation training and assessment programs, advising on the documentation,
and working together with Fred on a project of great importance to the WIA and amateur
radio in Australia.

Fred Swainston accepted the Award from the President for himself and for Ron Bertrand, who
was unfortunately unable to attend. Fred Swainston accepted Ron’s award on his behalf.

President’s Awards

Awarded to
Murray Burford VK5ZQ for service to the South Australian WIA News Broadcasts
Craig Maitland VK5ZAN and Neil Abraham VK5ZJA for service for managing the
Adelaide repeater system

WIA Club Grant Scheme

President Michael Owen VK3KI announced details of the WIA Club Grants Scheme which
aimed to provide financial support for projects undertaken by affiliated clubs. He said this
was a new program by the WIA and it would promote worthwhile activities that might
otherwise not be implemented. The Board had allocated a total of $5000 for the scheme in
2006. Details are to be placed on the WIA website.



President’sreport

President Michael Owen VK3KI presented his report.

An overview of the magjor points made :

P

L

Details were provided of issues regarding the management of the office and actions
the board had taken to increase efficiency and deal with some contentious and difficult
matters that had reduced the service to members for a period. Members were asked for
understanding if they had not received the kind of response from the office they had
expected. The question of staffing options for the Office was raised from the floor and
suggestions made for greater use of part time and mature age people

Improvements had been made to the style and efficiency of the membership data base
and it is expected that the service will continue to improve.

An explanation was provided of the issues surrounding problems experienced by some
members with direct debit payments and it is expected that such difficulties were now
athing of the past..

The Foundation Licence has proved to be a great success and improvements to the
examination system has produced outstanding results. The Institute had produced
1100 packs and 600 had been returned for assessment. John Owen was the 500"
foundation license issued.

Michael introduced a discussion on the second phase of dealing with the LCD with the
ACMA. There was discussion from the floor on the matter of the outsourcing of
amateur licensing and other matters. Michael indicated that the WIA would respond to
seek to provide the service. Suggestions raised from the floor questioned alternative
options to conduct and manage amateur licensing but in the view of the Board the
Institute was well placed and better able to deliver the required service.

The Forum acknowledged the extraordinary contribution by Chris Jones who while
not able to be at the AGM and Forum had contributed greatly to it’ s success..
Partnership between the WIA and the Clubs was discussed. It was felt that the clubs
could be doing more to encourage their members to become members of the WIA.
Currently the WIA had 3870 members and the Ingtitute has reversed the trend of a
decline.

On the matter of information flows to members, it was recorded that there was a
concern that people who did not have internet and email were missing out. Directors
commented that although the internet provided the most immediate source of
information about WIA matters, the redlity is that the weekly broadcasts, information
to clubs and AR magazine did a very good job of keeping members informed. The
suggestion that there is a need to delete old news from the WIA web site was noted.

Director Phil Wait VK2DKN presented his report. In discussion points raised included:

In many other countries there is a much tighter and controlled legidative environment
concerning interference with telecommunication services including amateur radio. In
Japan for instance they have very tight legidation.

The interference from BPL has to date been found to extend out beyond the HF bands
asfar as 80Mhz.
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Questions were asked about how well the proponents of BPL and the industry
understood the impact on amateur radio and the importance of maintaining the bands
free of undue interference. Phil responded that the WIA would shortly be going to an
industry conference in Sydney and giving a major presentation aimed at making sure
the amateur radio case is well understood.

The Interference Advisory Service was discussed briefly.

NZART

President of NZART Bruce Douglas ZL2WP and NZART Councillor Stuart Watchman
ZL2TW gave a presentation on the New Zealand amateur radio scene.

The developments in licencing and promotional material for amateur radio were
discussed.

The New Zeadland procedure of holding a conference with the NZART AGM were
noted and was taken as a prompt that the WIA should attempt to hold its AGM with
omething of interest such as a mgjor Hamfest or at a Site of interest to the amateur
community

Intruder Watch

Glen Dunstan VK4DU presented his report.

The intruder watch is an agreed mechanism between the ACMA and The WIA and
operates as a component of the IARU monitoring system

The success of the system depends very much on amateurs following the established
procedure for logging and reporting instances of interference on the amateur bands.
Unfortunately while there are complaints not many are reported to the established
system for doing something about them. Amateurs themselves have to do something
about increasing their reports of Intrusions.

The system does work; a Chinese maritime RTTY station on 40m was removed with
the assistance of the international authorities.

Glenn commented on the current wide spread interference on HF bands and reported
that to date investigations indicated that it was an overseas military system causing the
problem but the source and what to do about it was unclear at this point.

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)

Peter Mill VK3ZPP presented the TAC report prepared by John Martin VK3KWA.

The major activity of the past year had been updating the data for the WIA Call Book.
Looking ahead, attention will be needed on the implications of the changed
regulations including the introduction of the Foundation Licence and the expanding
use of digital modes.

Repeater sand Beacons

Peter Mill presented his report as National Repeater and Beacon Coordinator.



The position of coordinator became necessary after ACMA centralised its frequency
alocation activity. A single point of contact is needed.

Issues needing attention include ensuring amateur operators are aware of the
limitations imposed by their licence conditions and they do not inadvertently or by
ignorance use the repeaters in a way that puts their transmissions on bands not
permitted by their licence.

There is a need to redefine the structure of the TAC system to take account of the
reality of the national WIA, replacing the previous federation, and the changes in
regulatory circumstances.

In discussion, the matter was raised of a VK2 operator detecting an unmodulated
signa in the 2 metre band., Peter commented that it is most likely from service
stations on 147 Mhz. Ewan McLeod said the source is a site integration module in a
fuel pump.

National QSL Co-ordinator.

Ewan McLeod VK4ERM presented the report prepared by Neil Penfold VKGNE.

Increases in overseas postage need to monitored to ensure costs are kept under control.
It is important that members, affiliated clubs and the QSL Bureaus keep advising of
any changes to addresses for postage.

WIA QSL Collection

Ewan McLeod VK4ERM presented the report prepared by Ken Matchett VK3TL.

The collection now numbers several hundred thousand cards obtained over the past 50
years.

The question of the future of this valuable collection and how to make best use of it is
a matter that has been under consideration for some time but no firm ideas or
proposals have devel oped.

National Contegs Co-ordinator

Trevor Quick VK5ATQ presented the contest report prepared by lan Godsil VK3JS.

There has been an encouraging increase in contest activity over the past year.
Particularly noticeable is the increasing proportion of HF activity.

Internet logging has become increasingly popular and has reduced the load on contest
organisers.

On the negative side, there are technica and other difficulties in establishing the
results for the RD contest and while every effort is being made to restore the logged
data, it is not hopeful. Thisis a matter of great disappointment to all concerned.

WIA History
Trevor Quick VK5ATQ presented the report prepared by Will McGhie VK46UU and Trevor.
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An urgent requirement is to establish the scope and detail of the historical material
held on behalf of amateur radio in Australia.

There is no single data base of what is held and indeed much has not been catalogued
at all.

It has been agreed that the AR magazine be digitally reproduced for archive and for
sale to members.

There is a need to provide direction to the role of historian in the WIA if the needed
tasks are to be successfully undertaken.

Club Liaison

Ted Thrift VK2ARA presented his Club Liaison report.

While much has been achieved in developing the relationship between Clubs and the
WIA there is till more to be done. More needs to be done to increase the proportion
of club members who are also members of the WIA. Compared to the ARRL and
RSGB the WIA proportion of club membership islagging behind.

It is a constant problem obtaining and maintaining up to date information about club
data such as office bearers and addresses. Hopefully this problem will ease as clubs
become used to dealing with the WIA at the level now appropriate with a nationa
organisation.

Publication Committee and Editor

Ted Thrift VK2ARA presented the Publication Report and Editor Report prepared by Peter
Freeman VK3KAI.

There had been significant developments with the magazine Amateur Radio. Ted
noted that Peter Freeman, the new AR editor, had taken over and the magazine is
developing well.

The sterling efforts of Colwyn Low VK5UE over many years is acknowledged and the
meeting expressed its appreciation.

Thereis a need to address the issue of copyright of material published in AR.

The use of colour is welcomed.

There were comments and discussion from the floor about the quality of the paper
used in AR Although it is desirable to raise the quality of the paper used, there are
significant economic implications.

Members of the Forum commented favourably on the improvements being made.

International Telecommunication Union (ITU) report

Michael Owen VK 3K presented the report prepared by David Wardlaw.VK3ADW.

The major activity is preparing for the World Radio Conference to be held in Geneva
in October/November 2007.

Of importance to amateur radio are the issues of alocation of HF services and the
possibility of a secondary allocation in the LF 135.7kHz band. Discussions will also
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proceed on a number of other matters of interest including the allocations around
5Mhz and pressure on some of our amateur microwave bands.

Standards

Michael Owen VK3KI presented the report on Standards prepared by David Wardlaw
VK3ADW.

The WIA has membership of a number of Standards Australia Technical Committees
Matters addressed by the committees range from standards for commissioning and
decommissioning radiocommunications sites to standards on electromagnetic
compatibility.

WIA Bookshop

Bruce Bathols presented the report prepared by Chris Flak.VK2QV
The Book shop has been set up as amail order business.

The range of publications in the catalogue has been steadily increasing since the WIA
Bookshop was launched at the Blue Mountains Winterfest in September 2005.

Attendance at field days is to be part of the marketing strategy and a very successful
visit was made to Wyong 2006.

Vote Of Thanks

A Vote of thanks to the WIA Board was proposed and seconded and passed by acclamation.

Closure

President Michael Owen VK3KI thanked al for attending and for the discussion on the many
issues facing amateur radio at this exciting time. He declared the forum closed at 4.50pm
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2007 OPEN FORUM

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Michael Owen, VK3KI,
President, on behalf of the Board

Introduction

This report is submitted to the Open Forum to be held immediately following the formal
Annual General Meeting on 5 May 2007, and outlines the activities of the WIA since 1
January 2006 until today, covering the last full financial year which was the 2006 calendar
year. It issubmitted on behalf of, and following consultation with, all of the directors. With
one exception, it does not repeat the formal matters set out in the Directors Report submitted
with the Annual Accounts to the AGM, though it does enlarge on some matters.

| aso report briefly on some matters the subject of separate reports to be submitted to the
Open Forum.

The period has been a period of great loss, of great difficulty and great improvement.

It is also a time of great challenge, with the Institute making significant progress in some
areas, but with probably our greatest challenges yet to come.

People
On 25 August 2006 Chris Jones VK2ZDD died.

Formally Chris was the WIA secretary but really was the driving force behind the assessment
system, basicaly implemented to meet the new three tier licence structure, primarily the
practical component associated with the Foundation licence.

Chris had been the catalyst for the change from the federal structure to the single national
body.

Had it not been for Chris, | certainly would not have become again involved in the WIA. And
I am not the only one who can say that.

The Board has decided to create an award to honour Chris.
In putting together the language to be inscribed on the award | struggled to find the few words
that summed up what | saw as his contribution and strength. | wrote the following:

"The Chris Jones Award honours the memory of a man who was dedicated to the
advancement of amateur radio and whose commitment and vision led to a new WIA
and whose unfailing courtesy and genuine friendliness is fondly remembered by all
who knew him.”
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The award is to be given to radio amateurs who have made an exceptional contribution to
amateur radio and the Wireless Institute of Australia.

The past year aso saw the passing of June Fox, who was for some 18 years the friendly voice
of the WIA. June was unstinting in her willingness to assist in the creation of a new structure
to replace what had existed before.

| want to pay very specia tribute to Ken Fuller VK4KF who promptly agreed to act for a
period as WIA Secretary on the loss of Chris.

Ken has made a wonderful contribution, initially with the task of changing Amateur Radio
Limited from a company limited by guarantee to a private company, then with the ongoing
task of secretary, and in particular in relation to our AGM and the Open Forum. In respect of
the latter, Ken suggested the reports be incorporated in a book, and then relentlessly pursued
all who were to contribute to the Open Forum book, and finally organised its printing.

| have promised Ken that we will find a replacement for him soon, though it is obviously
going to be better if we can find someone from Melbourne, given the importance of managing
the office.

Ken, | thank you.

Bruce Bathols VK3UV who had been WIA Treasurer during a period of great change
presenting many challenges, found by early this year that the pressures of time and family
were too great, and asked the WIA Board to relieve him of that role.

Jm Baxter VK3KE, who had been providing Bruce with assistance for some time, was
appointed Treasurer in March 2007, with Bruce continuing as Assistant Treasurer.

L et me acknowledge all the time and all the work that Bruce has contributed to the WIA.
Board

In accordance with the Constitution adopted on 16 May 2004, 4 directors stood down and 3
offered themselves for re-election.

The director not seeking re-election was Glenn Dunstan VK4,

May | pay a very particular tribute to Glenn Dunstan? Glenn has a particular interest in
operational matters, and undertook such things as reworking the 7 MHz band plan, and
Intruder Watch, a vitally important but unendingly frustrating area, and the 5 MHz and more
recently the 500 kHz frequencies for amateur use.

By often bringing a different position to the Board, Glenn has made a great contribution to the
WIA and | am only sorry that | was not able to persuade him to stay.
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3 new candidates offered themselves for € ection as directors of the WIA and the results of the
postal ballot were:

Robert Broomhead 761
Roger Cordukes 334
Eddie De Young 433
Ewan McLeod 775
Michael Owen 828
Peter Y oung 554

Therefore the four positions will be filled by Michael Owen, Ewan McL eod, Robert
Broomhead and Peter Y oung.

WIA Board amended the Postal Ballot for the Election of Directors Regulations to enable the
Returning Officer to announce the result of the election for directors before the Annual
General Meeting.

Once again, the number of members casting their vote is extremely encouraging, and certainly
shows that membership of the WIA isreally meaningful.

| am delighted that Peter isjoining the Board, not only as an enthusiastic amateur but one who
has held a high position in the regulator. That latter experience will not give us some secret
advantage, but will help usto better understand the regulator and meet its requirements.

Some comments on the role of WIA directors were written but were not published because of
the closeness of the election and the risk of the comments being misunderstood.

May I, in this Report, quote a couple of extracts from that piece:

“What skills are required of WIA Directors? How do we know which candidates are
going to be more suitable? What really |Sinvolved in being a WIA Director?

The WA isa very complex animal and for such a small organisation thereisa
very great variety of functions and services to members.

One of the strengths of the WIA Board isthe variety of skills each person puts
on the table in a very harmonious way. Typically each Director isgiven a
portfolio of responsibilities for which he is solely responsible. Some Directors
have legal skills, some financial and commercial skills, some marketing skills,
some technical, and all must have a very strong commitment to members and
improving member services.
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Being a WIA Director is not a paid position, but isn’'t exactly part time either.
Directors communicate with each other at least on a daily basis by telephone and
Email. AWIA Director needs to be contactable and very responsive to the issues at
hand. They need to not only check their in-box several times daily but they need to
respond quickly and make decisions. Every Director brings something unique to the
WIA, and all are expected to be doers as well as Directors. The workload is
significant.

So, we need people who are both capable and responsive with time to devote.”

I quote the above partly because | wish to reinforce the need we have for particular skills and
the almost unreasonable time commitment a director must make.

The forma statutory Report of the Directors includes information on meetings and formal
Resolutions adopted by the Board during the year.

Office

You may recall that in my report to the last Open Forum | reported that Ms Judith Oliver who
had been employed since May of the previous year to replace June Fox had then been unable
to work since 20 December 2005 because of a medical condition.

In the statutory Directors Report we say:

“On 1 January 2006 Mrs Judith Oliver was employed by the Institute as Office
Manager. Mrs Oliver was absent from the office receiving workers compensation
payments from 20 January 2006 until 4 September 2006, when she resigned.”

In my last report | outlined the voluntary assistance we had received in that very difficult
period, really thefirst half of the last finacila year.

Let me extract some more comments from my last Report:
After describing our problems | said:

“Theresult of all of thisis, particularly over the last 3 months of last year and the first
3 months of this year, the WIA has not delivered the services to its members and
others at the standard we had aspired to.”

We now employ Margaret Williams (she was Margaret Webb when she joined us) as
Administration Officer and Dianne Ashton as Examinations Officer. Brenda Edmonds
continues to assist us one day a week, and for most of last year we had the valuable assistance
of Kylie Broomhead, who was able to work in the office when she wasn't attending classes.

Email is now answered promptly, the phone is answered in a friendly way, new membership
applications are processed quickly and the turn around of the examination system is consistent
and fast.
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| really can say with somerelief that the WIA is starting to deliver the servicesto its members
in the way that it should.

Many members have commented on the prompt and friendly service they have received from
the WIA office.

Thank you Margaret, thank you Dianne and thank you Brenda.

Member ship

In my first Open Forum Report in 2005 | said that, after making adjustments to alow for the
distortion caused by the Provisiona Members, there were in May 2005 3,494 members,
virtualy the same number as ayear earlier.

On 31 December 2005 there were 3,851 members.

In May 2006 there were 3,870 members.

On 31 December 2006 there were 4,114 members

In April 2007 there were 4,128 members.

The 5year membership has continued to be very successful, with today some 466 members
having taken up that option.

One reason for the encouraging increase is that since ACMA agreed to the WIA including
WIA promotional material in letters confirming a successful outcome for assessment
candidates, we have sent out a brochure, a membership application form and a copy of a
current AR to each successful candidate.

I must say that it is really heartening to see a steady increase in membership since the
restructure of the WIA on 16 May 2004.

The WIA Examination Service
Last year | devoted considerable space to the WIA Examination Service.

The Board has appointed a committee to oversee thisimportant activity. The Examination
Service Committee will comprise Owen Holmwood VK2AEJ (coordinator), Fred Swainston
VK3DAC, Ron Bertrand VK2DQ, Robert Broomhead VK3KRB (systems) and the President
for the time being.

Before addressing the further development of the system, let me look at some statistics, some
18 months since the amateur licence restructure occurred and the WIA introduced its new
assessment process.

A year ago | reported that there were 93 accredited and registered WIA Assessors and some
15 Nominated Assessors. Today there are 154 WIA Assessors and still 15 Nominated
Assessors, from right across Australia.
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Since the start in October 2005 the WIA office has prepared some 3,302 Foundation
Assessment Packs, of which 1,478 have been returned. By about this time a year ago, the
total Foundation A ssessment Packs prepared was 1,100 of which 589 had been returned.

A year ago we had just commenced preparation of Standard and Advanced Theory Packs and
Standard/Advanced Regulation Packs. Since March last year we have now prepared 574
Standard Theory Packs, of which 193 have been returned, 406 Advanced Theory Packs of
which 99 have been returned and 613 Standard/Advanced Regulation Packs of which 237
have been returned.

In order to minimise the delay in the issue of a licence the WIA will process the candidates
applications for certificates of proficiency and apparatus licence applications if candidates
wish us to do so and provide the necessary forms and payment. By 28 April 2006 426
candidates had taken advantage of this service, and by 1 April this year a total of 1,115
potential Foundation licensees had taken advantage of this service, as had 168 Standard and
Advanced candidates.

Certification of results has been sent direct to 285 Foundation candidates, and 129 Standard,
Advanced and Standard/Advanced Regulation certificates had been sent to the candidate for
them to forward to ACMA.

I have mentioned these figures because | believe the WIA (with the help of the Assessors in
the first instance) is providing an important service in doing this. While | am sure it assists
ACMA, it aso means that the candidates receive their callsigns very much sooner than they
would otherwise. This means that their enthusiasm is not diluted by a long wait before they
can use their new privilege.

Asat 1 April 2007 there were 1,186 current Foundation licences on issue.

In just under a year from its introduction, in October 2006, the 1000 Foundation licensee
was qualified and this was extensively publicised by the WIA.

As at 1 April 2007 there were 11,648 Advanced Licenses current, 1923 Standard licenses
current, 1,186 Foundation licenses current, 370 Repeater current and 34 Beacon licenses
current in Australia.

The following table sets out the distribution of Foundation licensees by state/territory with
last year’s figures in brackets:

VK1 30 (20) VK2 338 (138) VK3 398 (161)
VK4 129 (57) VK5 141 (63) VK6 67 (24)
VK7 75 (38) VK8 7 (1) VK9 1

All of this has resulted, for the first time in many years, in an increase in the total number of
Australian amateur licences, as the following figuresillustrate:

30 June 2001 15,017
30 June 2002 14,536
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30 June 2003 14,363
30 June 2004 14,047
30 June 2005 14,041
30 June 2006 14,475
1 April 2007 15,161

While it is apparent that we have qualified more Foundation licensees than currently hold
licenses there are a number of explanations for that. Some just do not renew their licence,
losing interest, and some upgrade to a higher standard of licence. Hopefully by this time next
year we will have a better feel for the number upgrading, but it certainly does seem to be
satisfactory percentage.

So long as the Assessors make sure that they post the material in a timely way, in amog
every case assessments received at the office are processed in the 5 working days following a
weekend assessment.

All in al, I think that we can say that the WIA Exam Service, relying on the WIA Assessors
qualified by our RTO, isworking well.

But we are now introducing more change.

Before the introduction of a system based on the assessment of competency by assessors
holding a nationally recognised qualifications based on the Australian Quadlifications
Framework, with WIA Assessors formally trained by a Registered Training Organisation
(RTO), and accredited and registered by the WIA, examinations were conducted by
Invigilators. They were people who were registered by the WIA on the recommendation of
their club. Many of the former Invigilators are now Assessors, and we continue to register
new Invigilators at the request of the various clubs.

As well as assisting in the administration of assessments, the Assessment Instructions
recognise the Invigilators, for example, Assessors should only conduct assessments in the
presence of another Assessor or an Invigilator.

We had wanted for some time to bring the Invigilators into the assessment system in a better
way. We wanted them to have demonstrated knowledge of the assessment process. We
wanted them to be fit and proper persons, as by now more states and territories are following
Queendand in demanding some sort of working with children clearance.

So now we are introducing the WIA Learning Facilitator to replace the Invigilator.

We are using the term WIA Learning Facilitator because that is descriptive of what they are
doing and, frankly, we couldn’t think of anything better.

The Learning Facilitator will a person qualified by our RTO, subject complying with state
laws where they exist, for example a Blue Card in Queensand or a Working with Children
card in Victoria, or otherwise a national police check.
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However, the qualification should not be a barrier to anyone. We are asking the existing
active Invigilators to complete an application for qualification and registration as a Learning
Facilitator.

We say that the WIA Learning Facilitator should fit certain criteria, such as:
hold either an Australian Standard or Advanced Licence;
have access to the Internet;
use email and have a public email address;
be nominated by a club or other group of radio amateurs, and
be a member of the WIA.

Membership of the WIA is required because the WIA Learning Facilitator is representing the
WIA and also to protect the individual, as the WIA’s public liability insurance will provide
cover in the terms of the policy.

To be qualified, the candidate must demonstrate knowledge of the WIA assessment system, as
set out in the Assessment Instructions, as well as knowledge of the importance of always
seeking to improve quality.

How is that to happen? Let me quote from the WIA Learning Facilitator Instructions:

The WIA Nominated RTO will send to the candidate a web site address and a
password to access the Learning Facilitator training program. The candidate will
access the website and follow the instructions to complete the training program. This
will include the check of understanding, reading and other documentation. The check
of understanding will be submitted by the candidate to the RTO, and feedback will be
provided by the RTO to the candidate.

When the RTO is satisfied that the candidate is competent he will inform the WIA
office accordingly, and then subject to the candidate having provided either an
appropriate card or a national police check and otherwise complying with our
requirements the WIA will register them asa WIA Learning Facilitator.

Like the WIA Assessor, the WIA Learning Facilitator will be subject to audit and re-
registration every 5 years.

We hope to have the whole system in place by the end of this year.

Because of the obvious advantages of qualification and compliance with the working with
children requirements, we intend to replace the current club nominated Group Leaders with
club nominated Learning Organisers who must be accredited and registered WIA Assessors or
WIA Learning Facilitators. Learning Organisers will be the first point of contact with a club
or group for the WIA and the first point of contact for someone wanting to know “how to
become aradio amateur” or seeking assessment.
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Learning Organisers will be deemed to have consented to the publication of their contact
details.

Over the next 6 months we will be approaching the clubs and seeking their support to ensure
that those seeking training or qualification are helped.

Much of what | have said on the topic of Learning Facilitators is repeated in the May AR
Comment.

We hope that these changes will further enhance the credibility of what the WIA is doing with
our partners, the clubs.

I should not leave the topic of examinations without again acknowledging the contribution of
Fred Swainston, VK3DAC, of Train Safe, the WIA’s nominated RTO. Without him the
system would not exist.

Outsourcing

No overall report on the WIA would be complete if | did not refer to one matter already set
out in the Directors Report to the Annual General Meeting, and forgive me if | repeat what is
said there:

“The retention of the right to manage amateur examinations is of critical importance
to the Institute. If it loses that right, a substantial resource, including the resource of
so many people who have been qualified as WIA Assessors will be lost, and a
significant cash flow will disappear, and the ability of the Institute to employ adequate
staff seriously diminished.

Prior to the release by the ACA in May 2004 of the “ Outcomes of the Review of
Amateur Service Regulation” (the * Outcomes Paper” ) the Institute had been advised
that it was intended that the provision of amateur examinations would be subject to
open tender.

In the Outcomes paper the ACA said that “ The ACA has decided to proceed with the
outsourcing of amateur certificates and callsign management.”

The Ingtitute has been told that it is intended to proceed with the proposal that a
single body would be sought to manage amateur examinations, certificates and
callsigns. The Ingtitute has made extensive representations that its role of
examination management should be made secure, given the investment of so many in
the new system. It is now believed that ACMA will seek expressions of interest during
the current year, and the Board is taking steps to ensure that the Institute will be fully
prepared to respond.

The Board believes that with its history of successfully managing amateur
examinations since 1992, its adoption of a new system of assessment of competency
relying on assessors qualified by the Institute’'s RTO in accordance with the
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Australian Quality Training Framework and its ability to provide assessments right
across the country, there is some prospect that it will be successful.”

That was included in the statutory Report because the Directors are bound by the
Corporations Act to report any matters or circumstances that may significantly affect the
operations of the company in future financial years, and we are also obliged to quantify the
risk as best we can.

Let me add thisto thistopic:

We do not know what is precisely intended in the reference to callsign management, and
perhaps the truth isthat ACMA is not entirely clear, either.

From our point of view, the position that we would seek is the ability to negotiate directly
with ACMA in respect of both role and remuneration, ideally being able to phase in different
responsibilities at different times.

The issue of outsourcing is critical to what sort of WIA we will havein 3 years time. So
much hinges on that. What skills we need to employ, what office premises do we need, what
can be done by employees and what must be done by volunteers, all of these things depend on
that issue.

We do not see dramatic further change in the methods of assessment that we have currently
adopted as desirable, rather we must seek to continue to offer a credible and reliable service,
but of course our aim must be continual improvement.

The Board is prepared to spend funds to advance the WIA’ s position in this regard, and in the
meantime, it seems to me that the continued responsible management of the examination
system, enhancing its credibility in the ways | have described elsewhere in this report, isthe
appropriate course for usto take.

Our future liesin our ability to bring together the mix of specialist skillsthat are needed to
deal with what is, in the end, a very complex matter.

Our future also liesin the hands of our partners, the clubs, and our WIA Assessors and soon,
our WIA Learning Facilitators. Our caseis all the stronger if they all continue to operate with
efficient professionalism — after all, we all may be amateurs, but here we cannot afford to
accept second best in any way.

The Amateur LCD

| regret that again | must express concern a the slowness of the ACMA in finalising the
further changes to the amateur LCD and the finalisation of Australia' s participation in CEPT
TR 61, and in particular the finalisation of the Class Licence to allow visiting amateurs to
operate in Austrdia.

In fact, significant progress has been made since toward the end of last year, when extensive
consultation took place between the WIA and ACMA on the issues raised by the proposed
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changes to the LCD, with the WIA given the opportunity to express its views on a number of
matters.

| understand that as | write this Report ACMA is awaiting the final drafting by the lawyers,
and then the ACMA process will start, and that will take some weeks before the amending
Determination is registered and so comes into effect.

IARU/IARU Region 3

Participation in the Region is important in the present structure of the IARU, and redlly is the
only way that the WIA can be actively involved in the creation of international policies.

The IARU has been for many years my specia interest, and so it was with great enthusiasm
that | was privileged to represent the WIA at the 13™ IARU Region 3 Conference at
Bangalore, Indiain August last year. Jim Linton VK3PC was the second representative of the
WIA.

Jim was appointed Chairman of the Disaster Communications Committee, a position that |
think is particularly important. The changes made by WRC-03 to Article 25 of the Radio
Regulations, the part of the international regulations governing the amateur services,
identified the value of the amateur service in providing disaster communications
internationally, and Jim is struggling to ascertain the regulatory inhibitions on amateurs
providing emergency communications or practising to do so, and then intends to conduct an
international practise test.

| was appointed a Director of the Region and its Chairman, with new people filling the other
positions with the exception of Peter lake ZL2AZ who had been appointed as a Director on
the death of Peter Naish and was re-appointed by the Conference.

While the details of the Conference are readily available, and | do not repeat them here, |
think | should mention that the Foundation licence in Australia attracted considerable
attention, and the WIA’ s experience was a matter of real interest.

The IARU Region 3 Conference is held every 3 years, and the next Conference will be in
Christchurch, New Zealand.

Since the Conference Region 3 has participated in the Asia-Pacific Telecommunity’s (the
APT, which is the Region 3 regional organisation) Preparatory Meeting for the WRC — 07,
and will participate in its further meeting in June.

| firmly believe that the IARU is essential for the amateur service as its representative and
advocate at the ITU and the increasingly important regional organisations that have emerged
to protect and advance regional interests.

But the IARU must examine their future, and through a committee set up by the IARU’s
Administrative Council it is doing so.

| do not wish to pre-empt what conclusions that committee may reach, but let me identify the
dilemma
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Almost every national amateur society in the world has, over recent years, suffered the aging
of its membership without the introduction of new younger amateurs and so memberships
have declined dramatically, in turn reducing the income for the Regional organisations, which
depend on per capita payments from the national societies.

The IARU itsdlf is really funded by the member society that accepts the role of International
Secretariat, currently the ARRL. The ARRL really meets the cost of the representation at the
ITU sWRCs, and the costs of the President, Vice President and the Secretary.

Not unreasonably, the ARRL wants a specia role in the appointment of the IARU officers,
and has that special role under the present IARU Constitution. But that in turn causes some
friction — for example, currently all three officers come from Region 2.

The IARU has been incredibly effective for quite a few years, simply because of the
dedication and skill of its officers and an ARRL board prepared to meet the necessary costs of
the officers.

But one has to ask, is what we have at the moment the best we could have? Are we not too
dependent on the continued presence of some incredibly gifted volunteers? Are we not too
dependent on the continued internationalism of the directors of one member society? Is the
Administrative Council really cost effective, given the cost of bringing together some 9
people from all round the world once a year?

The questions are there. 1 am not sure whether the answers are so obvious, but at least the
issues are being addressed.

The immediate task of the WIA is to involve more people in the IARU/Region 3 area,
because it is an area that isimportant but seen by many as rather remote.

ITU Matters- WRC -07

David Wardlaw VK3ADW and Keith Malcolm VK1ZKM are reporting on ITU matters, but |
think that it is appropriate to offer some comment in this Report.

Ultimately, the decisions of the ITU at its World Radiocommunications Conferences (WRC)
determine the future of the amateur and amateur satellite services.

As David Wardlaw points out, at these Conferences only member countries can vote. The
IARU can only speak with permission, and as an Observer really undertakes a coordinating
role.

It isthe member countries that matter.

That is why it is so important that in those countries, such as the UK, Russia, South Korea,
United Kingdom, the United States and others that allow amateurs to be members of their
national delegations to such ITU conference, the national societies ensure amateur
participation.
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Australiais such a country.

Because, as David points out, there are matters that directly and indirectly affect the amateur
services on the agenda for the WRC to be held over 4 weeks in Geneva late this year (WRC —
07) the WIA has asked Keith Malcolm to be a member of the Australian delegation at WRC —
07. The WIA will meet Keith’s travel and living expenses over the 4 weeks.

The participation of the WIA in the preparation for and the duration of the actual Conference
is, for me, why every amateur should be a member of the WIA.

We are extremely lucky to have someone with the experience and background of Keith,
willing to spend 4 weeks on what | can assure you is no holiday.

Keith, we offer our thanks and wish you the best of luck.

Clubs

Last year | reminded you of the importance the WIA and its Board has placed on clubs,
pointing out that our whole approach to the training and assessment of amateurs relies on the

support of the clubs.

Ted Thrift has continued the task of liaising with the clubs, and his report is included in this
book.

I wonder how many realise the amount of work involved in organising the public liability
insurance for the clubs?

Ted, thank you.
Club Grant Scheme

Lagt year the Board increased its origina allocation of $1,500 to $5,000 to fund a small
number of grants to qualifying Affiliated Clubs.

The Board appointed a Grant Committee with Ken Fuller, VK4KF as Chair, Deane Blackman
VK3TX and Wally Howse VK6KZ.

The Committee made its recommendations to the Board in a brilliantly constructive report,
these recommendations were accepted and since then the grants have been made.

Thank you Ken, Deane and Wally for a difficult job well done.

| believe that the scheme has proved successful and the Board has decided to allocate $5,000
again this year, and further announcements will be made shortly.

Publications

While Peter Freeman reports on this matter, | should acknowledge the work of those making
up the Publications Committee, and in particular, | thank our Editor, Peter Freeman VK3KAL.
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For reasons in the past that probably don’t matter today, the Publications Committee had
responsibility for just what was published, and no involvement in the financial management
of the magazine, or the advertising or other revenue.

The Board felt that this did not make sense and so after consultation with the Committee, and
always subject to ultimate Board direction, full responsibility for all aspects of the WIA’s
publications, including the Call Book, is currently being transferred to the Publications
Committee, with Jim Baxter working with the Committee to develop timely and meaningful
financia information.

Broadcasts

The Q-News team led by Graham Kemp, VK4BB, has continued their fantastic job of
producing the VK1IWIA weekly broadcasts.

To everyone who contributes, thank you.

Intruder Watch

Last year we reported that Glenn Dunstan was taking responsibility “for the time being”.
Unfortunately, with his retirement as a director, Glenn also wishes to retire from the Intruder

Watch position.

It is the most frustrating of all roles, partly because it is so hard to achieve results, partly
because | am afraid that it is not supported in the way that it should be.

But evenif it is hard to remove an intruder, how many more would there be if we did not have
people like Glenn harassing the system?

Unfortunately, the WIA must now look for another person to undertake this task.

Advisory Committees

The WIA Constitution requires the appointment of new Advisory Committees this year, and
the Board has adopted regulations to govern the Advisory Committees for the future. These

are on the WIA website.

Essentially we are seeking the appointment of Advisory Committees for each State, the ACT
and the Northern Territory.

Each Advisory Committee will comprise three elected members and one member nominated
by the WIA Board.

| devoted the “Comment” in the April 2007 AR to setting out how the Board saw the
Advisory Committees operating, and our reasons for making the choices we had made.
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The Board has appointed David Wardlaw VK3ADW, our experienced Returning Officer for
Director’s elections, Returning Officer for the Advisory Committee elections (hopefully, we
will get the right number of nominations and so elections won't be necessary).
Notices calling for nominations will be published in May AR.
History
The previous WIA Historian John Edmonds passed away a couple of months ago.
His passing again highlights the critical importance of the WIA finding somewhere to store
this valuable historical material, including (as | am regularly reminded by QSL Curator Ken
Matchett) the valuable QSL collection.
Promotional brochure
One major project for the year was the production of a brochure to promote amateur radio
generaly, something that could be used by clubs at events to promote the hobby to the public.
This was developed and constructed so that the club’s name could be stamped on the back.
The Board made a financial allocation sufficient to print 50,000 copies and each member
received one with the January/February Amateur Radio and a bundle was sent to each

affiliated club at the sametime.

We have been able to meet club requests for further copies, and certainly it has been well
received.

How best to use it has caused considerable discussion.

| thank in particular Phil Wait and Robert Broomhead for the time and effort they put into this
very useful project.

Other matters

| have not attempted this year to comment on every area covered by a report included in this
book, only commenting on a couple of areas where | particularly wanted to say something.

This Report is quite long enough without looking for other things to raise!
Conclusion

As | look back on the period since 1 January last year, | believe that the WIA has faced a
period of loss, of difficulty, and now we can look forward to solutions but also challenges.

Looking back over the year, | believe the WIA can count the year as a success. Yes, we are
still working on some quite fundamental matters, for example correctly identify the
categorisation of costs so we can accurately measure performance, removing the last bugs
from the membership software.
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We will also have to devote considerable resource to the outsourcing issue, particularly the
retention of the examination management.

Hopefully, the further steps we have taken to introduce the Learning Facilitator will be
supported by all involved in the whole exam system.

Even more importantly, | know that there are clubs that have the resource, the people and the
skills to attract, train and assess new amateurs that have yet to serioudy address that
challenge.

| assure you, wherever you are, the introduction of new amateurs, not only on the air but to
the clubs, can bring to the club awhole new life.

| realise that much work has to be done in relation to some of our internal systems, and this
will involve our new Treasurer Jim Baxter in much work.

| believe that the restructure of the role of the Publications Committee will lead to better
management of that critical area of the WIA’s responsibilities.

I know that with Margaret and Dianne now in our office, we know that our members will
receive the prompt, helpful and courteous service they deserve.

But we must not underestimate the challenge of the year ahead.

| do not repeat what | said last year, when | pointed out that unless the organisation grows to
be able to afford a properly qualified manager, it will ultimately fall back because it cannot
continue to depend on the unreasonable time commitment of a number of volunteers that is
presently essential for what it does do today.

A personal note
As| havein the past, let me add a few personal observations.

Once again | want to thank all of you who have extended their welcome to me and to the WIA
over the past year.

Once again, | am conscious of the need to make some visits | have promised but never got
around to making.

| repeat what | have earlier said about our secretary, Ken Fuller, our former Treasurer and
now Assistant Treasurer Bruce Bathols and retiring director Glenn Dunstan.

But let me also acknowledge the work of al our directors.

The professona competency of Phil Wait in dealing with the BPL issue has been
extraordinary. The time and effort put in by Robert Broomhead in the IT systems, as well as
the presentation of the WIA at so many events, and in particular organising this weekend is
incredible. While it sounds easy, contests and awards matters greatly to some, and thank you
Trevor Quick for al you have done. Robyn Edwards, representing the WIA in the West,
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always willing to introduce something no one else has thought of, and finally, Ewan McLeod,
the voice of reason and facing areal task in emergency communications.

And, our new Treasurer Jm Baxter, who since about September last year has given us so
much time in reviewing and adjusting our financial management systems, a specia thank you.

To al of you, and to the many coordinators and volunteers, the coordinators, managers and
members of committees that together make this organisation what it is, thank you.

Michael Owen
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AWARDS

Malcolm K. Johnson VK6LC,
Awards Manager 2001-2007.

This report covers periods from (March 2006-March 2007)
Awards Status
Thetrend is down but rising with the band propagation activities.

Total awards claimed over the past 12 months has been 61,( 27 VK and 34 DX).
DXCC being the most popular tallied 34,( 22 VK and 12 DX).
Over this period we have registered 29 new DXers to our program.

Our DXCC program is managing just over 272 active files, 17 are from our MultiBand
program. As from March 2007 we have a new completed range of (National) WIA
certificates.

We support and service a total range of 25 Awards and 6 Annual Awards and from 1947 to
2007 we have processed 3,958 Awards.

Financial

With many award updates and new awards we are managing with a cash flow once again.
This has been boosted by donations to the program and not by net income or trading. Y ear
2006/7 our cash operating balance was $491.05, at this period we are healthy and advancing.

Our cash balance is from combined trading and donations.
The Awards Office general running expenses are around $350.00 per year, excluding
maintenance of self own equipment.

We are back on track and moving forward, thanks to the generosity received from our major
DXCC Awards sponsor Alan Meredith VK2CA, manager for VK Classifieds and many
faithful WIA DX members. VK Classifieds have over the past 2 years contributed to the
development and production costs exceeding $2,100 including our new 2007 Satellite DXCC
award.

Australia Post has increased their postal rates which will effect us also for 2007.

We have now removed all award fees from all award data files and refer to our awards Fees
Document. This has been aibjected to Australia Post raising their rates every year and we
have lost economy parcel rates to some parts of Australia, Asia and Pacific regions, this
postage is now at airmail charges.

Our awards fees will be reviewed again in September 2007.

The Awar ds M anagement
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This year has been an extremely busy one for me and our displayed results have been
demonstrated well to our membership. | refer to the finalisation of al our new awards. 6
years of countless hours of developments, approvals and fund raising have all materialised.
We can look forward to awonderful colourful future with our awards program.

National Awards Website

Our Awards website has been really working well and is now suffering out of date software
problems and not being able to expand or update this site to meet our future needs. We are at
this period trying to keep it working but unable now to do anything further. This awards
website will be phased out over the forth coming months and will be part of the new WIA
website being established right now with all the latest design and software.

The current WIA National Awards website is located in Perth and sponsored by Robyn
Edwards VK6XRE. Christine Bastin VK6ZLZ is our website manager, we thank them both
for their continued services

Awards M anager s Statement

To the W.I.A. Directors and its membership, | have continued to work very hard under all
circumstances leading the way for the W.I.A.

We have as an Institute reached a wonderful milestone this year and see great prospects with
its very bright stable future in the new sun spot cycle.

Thank you for your support, as we have progressed with results, | am certainly looking
forward to the future with our new program, demonstrating enthusiasm with continuing
management.

We asaNational W.I.A. are achieving many things, and this has been one of them.

| have no formal requests to make for this period and | am happy to stay committed to our
W.I.A. Awards Program for another year, the best in the “World”.

BOOKSHOP

ChrisFlak VK2QV
Manager WIA Bookshop

Mission
The aim of the Amateur Radio Bookshop is to give Australian radio amateurs and electronics
enthusiasts access to the various technical publications from the ARRL and RSGB, as well as

asmall number of Australian publications

Description
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The WIA Bookshop has been set up as a mail order business with advertising on the Internet
and through Amateur Radio magazine. A Catalogue is available for download on the WIA
website and is updated monthly.

Finances are handled by the WIA national office and the ordering, post and packing operation
isdonein NSW.

Labour for the NSW operation is purely voluntary, so there are few overheads.

I will take this opportunity to thank the various people who helped with the bookshop on field
days.

The Bookshop at Field Days

In 2006 the Bookshop attended Wyong 06, the Oxley Field Day and at the Blue Mountains
“Winterfest”. The shop was also represented at various other field days such as the Twin
Cities event. Feedback has been very positive — | have been told that VK amateurs want and
need the bookshop.

The Blue Mountains Winterfest and Twin Cities Field Days combined to make August a
record month for sales.

In 2006 the use of Australia Post 3kg satchels were introduced to simplify the post and
packaging activities.

As well as sales to hams in Australia, the bookshop has also sold to government departments
and there isinterest from hams in neighbouring countries.

In February 2007, the bookshop attended the Central Coast Field Day at Wyong, as part of the
WIA stand. The shop was busy for much of the day.

We recorded a record turnover for the day and the book shop was very well received by the
amateur community.

On LineOrdering

Unfortunately this project did not come to fruition in 2006 due to a lack of time and
resources. However thisitem is on the agenda for 2007.

Advertising

Although advertising has been minimal, the bookshop has enjoyed a successful year. A higher
profile in Amateur Radio Magazine in 2007 is proposed. Again, lack of time and resources
has kept the bookshop advertising in check.

Subscriptions

The Bookshop does not support a magazine subscription service as such, however it does

facilitate subscriptions to the ARRL magazine QST. This has been proven to be very popular
with members.
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There is no arrangement for subscriptions for the ARRL’s QEX magazine, however there are
anumber of persons who regularly order the magazine.
Summary
The bookshop has had a successful year in 2006. Much of the credit must go to the very
efficient Margaret Williams in our office in Melbourne who has dealt with many bookshop

enquiries and has also kept track of customer orders.

At the “warehouse”’, | endeavour to have orders processed and into the postal system as
quickly as possible.

The bookshop is a service to the Amateur Radio community. Excellent discounts are available
for members of the WIA. Please consider joining !

Looking forward to be of servicein 2007.

BROADBAND OVER POWER LINE (BPL)

Phil Wait VK2DKN
Director

It's now amost five years since BPL was first promoted in Australia as an aternative
broadband access technol ogy.

At first, many in the BPL industry brushed aside the potentia for interference to
radiocommunications. Later, after being presented with indisputable evidence that there really
was significant potential for harmful interference, amateur radio was termed by some
"recreationa radio”, implying a less important type of spectrum user, regardless of amateur
radio’ s status as a licenced radiocommunications service.

Following a lot of hard work by many people, and quiet pressure from ACMA, the BPL
industry is now taking interference to the amateur service seriously and is attempting to
reduce it through interference mitigation and frequency notching techniques.

In the two cases (that we are aware of) where radio amateurs have lodged BPL interference
complaints with ACMA, the service providers have worked reduced interference to amateur
radio by notching amateur frequencies and modifying their BPL networks.

The WIA acknowledges the work by Aurora Energy and SP-Ausnet in this regard, however
the radio amateurs affected are till experiencing BPL interference, abeit at a much reduced
level, and more needs to be done. The WIA is of the opinion that both software and hardware
notching within the BPL equipment will be required to adequately protect radio amateurs
from BPL interference, and that this should be a focus of further development by BPL
equipment manufacturers.
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So, what isthe WIA doing?

Political process in Australia works by limiting the number of political actors. A
representative body such as the WIA can exert significant influence on public policy, far more
influence than the sum of the group of individuals.

Through its work on Standards Australia committees, emission measurement activities,
cooperation with the regulator (ACMA), and a firm but constructive relationship with the
BPL industry, the WIA is now regarded as an authoritative and influential stakeholder in the
BPL debate.

Over thelast year the WIA has:

Assembled an FSM jump-kit alowing accurate field strength measurements, and
compared those measurements with measurements from ACMA equipment.

Scientifically measured the level of BPL interference emitting from trials and
presented that data in formats suitable for use by ACMA, EMC professionals, and
radio amateurs.

Presented information collected from measurements and observations of BPL trias to
ACMA, Standards Australia working groups, WIA members, the BPL industry and
the public.

Introduced the "WIA BPL Interference Advisory Service" to assist all Australian radio
amateurs who suffer BPL interference in lodging effective interference complaints to
ACMA.

Developed a new interference reporting form for reporting BPL interference to
ACMA in an agreed format.

Actively participated in Standards Australia committees and working groups currently
attempting to develop proposals for international BPL standards.

Presented at and attended numerous BPL industry conferences
Distributed news and information to members and others.

More recently, hosted a series of open forums discussing the BPL gituation in
Austraia, presented by Peter Young VK3MYV (retired ACMA divisional manager).

Understandably, many radio amateurs are frustrated and upset that a technology like BPL,
which seriously affects their amenity in carrying out their chosen hobby, could be introduced
into Australia.  From time to time we receive letters from members asking “ why cant we
simply stop BPL in its tracks? Why is ACMA dragging its feet when regulation exists to
protect licensed radiocommunication services from interference?”

The BPL issue is very complex indeed and it's not smply a matter of forcing government or
its regulator, ACMA, to do something.

Audtralia is lagging behind other comparable developed nations in broadband speed and
access, and the Minister responsible, Senator Coonan, is strongly encouraging any technology
which promises to improve access to broadband services, especialy in regional Australia. The
government is not likely to move from that position until al possible technologies have a
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chance to prove themselves - and that includes BPL.

More recently BPL has been advanced as a technology for remote meter reading and “ demand
side energy management”. If consumers are able to automatically switch off certain
appliances when energy demand (and price) is high, peak demand and peak generating
capacity is reduced, thus lowering the cost to the community of electricity generation and also
reducing greenhouse gas emission.

The WIA is of the opinion that remote meter reading and demand side management
applications can provide significant community benefits, however the WIA aso believes
existing narrow band technigues such as low frequency PLC, GSM or GPRS, or emerging
technologies such as mesh radio or Wimax would be more viable and less problematic
solutions.

A National Background Noise Survey

It is very likely that existing BPL trials in Australia will be expanded, and more rollouts of
BPL technology will occur. The WIA expects greater numbers of radio amateurs to be
affected by BPL interference in the next few years.

Other than the interference provisions of the Radiocommunications Act (1992), which
requires determination of “substantial interference”, no instrument exists for the regulation of
BPL emissions from power lines.

International Standard committees have not yet delivered any outcome which could form the
basis for regulation, and in the absence of an internationally accepted standard, ACMA is not
abletorely ona“linein the sand” limit for BPL interference.

Rather, an interference limit is likely to be determined which would not cause “substantial
interference” to a licenced radiocommunications station on a “case by case” basis. Power
companies or others engaging in BPL trials would then only be required to address, in a
meaningful way, interference complaints that clearly fall into the substantial category.

In determining a permitted emission limit, ACMA would need to determine what “substantial
interference’ is, taking into account the operating practices of the amateur station and the
background noise level in the amateur stations environment. The rationale being that a station
operating in a high background noise environment should accept a higher level of BPL
interference than one operating in a quiet noise environment.

ITU-R P372-8 is the ITU-R guidance as to background radio noise levels, and many
contributors are suggesting that background noise is now higher than those levels indicated in
the current P372-8 text. These contributions appear to be coming from Europe where we
might expect higher urban/suburban noise levels than we seein Australia. (Revision of ITU-R
Rec P372-8 is currently active within Study Group 3 and Working Party 3J).

It is now quite clear that the BPL proponents are attacking the noise floor issue and
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suggesting that the noise floor is now substantially higher than that stated in P372-8. ACMA
are also questioning the relevance of P372-8 in the modern electromagnetic environment.

How to measur e background Noise

Measuring background noise accurately requires multiple measurements at various times,
over a period of several weeks or longer. Naturally, such measurements are very difficult and
expensive and most likely ACMA would rely on spot measurements on a single day. Indeed,
when ACMA attempted to undertake background noise measurements in Hobart the BPL
system was not turned off due to concerns about interrupting a telecommunications service
with paying subscribers.

This strongly suggests that any background noise measurements must be taken PRIOR to
activation of a BPL system, and as very short notice is given on the ACMA BPL portal about
the location of any new BPL tria, a noise measurement should ideally be done at every
amateur station in preparation for a BPL rollout in that area.

The BPL group within the WIA has recommended, and the WIA has approved funding, for an
Australia wide HF background noise survey in rural and suburban areas. The noise survey
will define the conditions under which amateurs operate and strengthen their negotiating
position should BPL come to their area. A noise survey by amateurs will also make a
contribution to support existing I TU-R noise level limits which are currently under threat.

The WIA has approved funding of $5,500 this year for promotion of a national noise survey
by radio amateurs.

Ideally, a WIA sponsored noise survey could use the resources of affiliated clubs. Clubs
could be encouraged to set up permanent monitoring stations using FSM software and record
background noise levels over an extended period.

Clubs in potential BPL tria areas could undertake background noise measurements as a club
project with assistance. This has several advantages.

Raises the profile of BPL and the fact that "it could cometo you";

Gets people used to using programs like FSM so if BPL does come we don't have to
scrambl e to take measurements;

Addsto a national data base of back ground noise information;

Sends a message to BPL tria proponentsthat [they] will have to deal with the amateur
service users, and

Raises the BPL background noise measurement profile in areas other than the one
identified.

Provides scope for participants to learn more about the noise environment, station
performance (receivers, antenna systems etc), and measurement techniques.

Clubs interested in assembling equipment suitable for background noise measurements should
view the FSM information at www.owenduffy.net .
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Finally, | would like to thank Keith Malcolm, Owen Duffy, Peter Young, Justin Giles-Clarke,
and the other members of the BPL working group, Barry White, Gilbert Hughes and David
Wardlaw for their continuing enormous efforts and professional approach in a very difficult
arena. The WIA has aso has valuable assistance from Ed Hare (W1RFI) of the ARRL.

CLUBS
Ted Thrift VK2ARA
National Clubs Coordinator

Throughout 2006 the WIA has continued to foster and develop a mutually supporting
relationship with the affiliated dubs. Very few clubs are yet to formalise affiliation and the
majority of these are either very small or near to inactive.

It was very pleasing to see the growth in the hobby reflected in the formation of five (5) new
clubsin the past year. Welcome and congratul ations to;

Snowy Mountains Amateur Radio Club VK2.
Mid North Coast Amateur Radio Group VK?2.
Wimmera Amateur Radio Group VK3.
Maryborough Electronics & Radio Group VKA4.
HAM College Perth VK6.

Communication with Clubs.

Our affiliated clubs are a very diverse group. They range in size from just a handful to several
hundred members. Some are little more than socia contact groups meeting three or four times
ayear. Some are high tech and highly active with almost daily events taking place. It is a huge
task to keep in touch and keep up with all of them. Listed below are some of the facilities that
make it possible.

Web page Clubs List;

The clubs list is currently being revamped. The long list of detailed information was
difficult to manage and keep up to date. It is now proposed to show only a list of clubs
names for each state. At the foot of each state list there will be a link to a downloadable
file. As well as being easer to manage this provides a level of security for email
addresses. The downloadable files will be a copy of the WIA’s prime records for clubs
which is used for mail outs, club contact and eventually the source of club info for the
Call book. Via this list your club is advertised and current names & addresses make it
possible for the WIA and prospective members, to contact you. Your cooperation is
essential. By ensuring that your information is complete, including your meeting and
activity dates, locations, you make the list viable. Please use the UPDATE form on the
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clubs page to maintain your data. It IS NOT an automatic update but the form gives some
standard structure to clubs data.

WIA — Clubs mailing List;

Thisis alist of club nominated email addresses which makes it possible for the WIA to
reach every club with a single emaill message. Clubs too may use the list for brief
messages to all other clubs. No attachments please and maximum message size is about
two pages The address is clubs@lists.wia.org.au It will cometo me for approval but you
can be assured that | will only ensure that the message CAN be sent effectively. It works
well if the addresses are current and read regularly. To change the address for your club,
use the clubs update form.

Clubs listed in the Call book;

The information comes from the Clubs list on the web page, whatever is there at 30" June
is what will go into the Call book. Please check early in June and use the Update form to
correct it.

Clubs offering Licence courses and exams

These are listed in the Licence section and updated on direct advice to me at
vk2ara@wia.org.au Depending on available space, this list should be published in the
next Call book.

WIA Events Calendar;

This facility was set up on the WIA web page to allow clubs to give advance notice to all
other clubs, of their planned events. This list is aso being changed to make it easier to
maintain. The new form will be a ssimple list of months and dates, with a brief description
of the event. Input to the list is a smple as an email message to me at vk2ara@wia.org.au
. It is preferred that you supply a phone number or web address for contact, to avoid
problems with email addresses. It does not mean that your event date is “Reserved” but at
least there is a chance of avoiding conflicting dates. The calendar is intended for events of
Regional, State or National interest. It is not meant to be used to schedule regular monthly
“club” events. Specia occasions at club level are welcome but routine and recurring
meetings or activities should be shown in the Clubs List, viathe Update form.

Other WIA — Club Services:

Examination Service:

The WIA Examination service operates under conditions agreed with ACMA. The WIA
must have total control of the service to be able to assure its integrity. To this end al
Assessors must be WIA members and sponsoring clubs, affiliated clubs.

Club publicity;
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Affiliated clubs are welcome to send club news articles to AR magazine. Input is via
email to the Editor at editor-armag@wiaorg.au Note that the deadline is the 10" of the
preceding month. Affiliated clubs can also arrange for paid advertisements by contacting
Newsletters Unlimited, see page one of AR magazine. newunltd@bigpond.net.au, again
note the deadlines. Affiliated clubs may also request one single page insert per year, for
their home state, to promote events.

Liability Insurance

Affiliated clubs are welcome to join the WIA/QBE Liability insurance package. Note that
as the WIA aready pays for all WIA members, clubs pay only their club premium and the
charge per head for non WIA members. There are now over 90 clubs covered in this
package. The annual renewal is from 1 April each year but clubs may apply to join at any
time. Costs will be advised after referral to the broker. For details about the policy, see
QBE Broadform Brochure in the right hand side of the clubs page.

Promotional Material and Banners

The WIA has a number of promotiona posters for use at field days. Affiliated clubs may
borrow or buy posters by contacting the national office.

Club copy of AR Magazine

Affiliated clubs are invited to subscribe to AR magazine to receive one copy of each AR
magazine, for an annual fee of $ 45-00.

Club fund raising;

The WIA provides an opportunity for clubs to benefit from sales of items such as, Call
book sales, Foundation Licence Manuals, Bookshop and Image wear.

WIA — Clubs Grants Scheme;

In 2006 the WIA made $ 5000 available for Club Grants. Typicaly the grants were to
support innovative projects or projects which added facilities to support the hobby. It is
anticipated that the scheme will continue for 2007 with the Board yet to announce the
amount of funds available.
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CONTESTS

This section of the Open Forum report contains reports from Trevor Quick, lan
Godsil, Phil Smeaton, John Martin and Denis Johnstone reporting on their
activity in support of Contests.

Trevor Quick VK5ATQ
Director

Contests are an important aspect of the WIA’s activities, and for some years lan Godsil
VK3JS, as the WIA Contest Coordinator, promoted and coordinated the WIA contests. lan
also contributed a regular Contest column to the WIA’s Amateur Radio magazine. During the
2006 year lan Godsil VK3JS decided to retire from the Contest Coordinator position. | wish
to thank lan for his steadfast work for the past five or six years, and his support both in time
and financial input to ensure Amateurs had well organised contests in which to participate.
lan continues to organise other Amateur contests and events, many with a CW focus. The
WIA Board is very grateful for lan’s long and valuable contribution to amateur radio and to
the WIA, and we extend the WIA’ s thanks to him.

Phil Smeaton VK2BAA came highly recommended by Martin Luther VK7GN and was duly
appointed to the position. Phil has much experience with contests and has entered many, both
local and international, and regardless of mode or frequency. Phil has injected his enthusiasm
into the Contest Coordination role as he has into participating in contests. Phil provides the
Contest column in Amateur Radio, continuing to provide information and dates for contests,
and requests Contest managers supply rules and results in the appropriate timeframe. Thank
you Phil for promoting contests to Amateurs.

There are continuing improvements to contests. Computer logging programs are becoming
the norm, and assisting the managers produce results. There is a suggestion for programming
our contests to a particular weekend of the month after checking with the international
alocations. This will assist contestants, and also assist clubs to produce an annual event
calendar that spreads activity over the year.

In general the organisation and running of contests is a a mature point. The Contest
Managers are the best persons to provide this service to the Amateur community, and must be
allowed to do so with the least control or interference from the WIA administration.

lan Godsil VK3JS
National Contest Coordinator

This Report on contest coordination is in two sections, because during 2006 | found it
necessary to resign as National Contests Co-ordinator due principaly to my wife's declining
health. Fortunately this has been controlled to some degree. | am sure that my successor will
add his comments separately.

Outstanding Pointsin 2006 — 2007
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| suggest that there are three notable points to mention during the period 2006 -2007
1. The continued interest and participation in Australian Contests, whether WIA-sponsored or
not.

2. The noticeable participation in these local contests by the new Foundation Licencees and
those who received enhanced band privileges. It was very evident that a small percentage of
these voice-only operators took advantage of their operating privileges on the HF bands to
give a much-needed boost to contest participation, even to the point of one VK4 YL operator
taking several first places in these events.

3. The emergence of Contest Logging Programs for these Australian Contests has been an
outstanding boost in its own right. Not only has it allowed easier and more compact logging
for many of us who regularly use computers in our everyday lives, but | know of many
operators who said that they took part in some event, particularly the Remembrance Day
Contest, because there was now a logging program available. This seems a small thing, even
a backward step to some operators, but it does show that a goodly percentage of the Amateur
Fraternity in Australiais prepared to embrace modern technology. In this context | would like
to express my admiration of and thanks to Allan Shannon VK4SN, Mike Subocz VK3AVYV,
John Drew VK5DJ and others for their efforts in devel oping these programs and making them
available.

Thanks

1 | take this opportunity to say a sincere thank you to Trevor Quick VK5ATQ, the WIA
Director with oversight of contests. .Since taking office, Trevor played a magor part in the
overall flow of contest information, particularly between members of WIA Executive and
people such as the Webmaster. Without this liaison, much information would not have been
available on the Web Site.

2. | dso take this opportunity of again saying thanks to the various managers of contests for
their work in maintaining the rules and results and their time in liaising with me so that
information could be presented in plenty of time for readers of AR to know when events were
due.

3 Next | say a thank you and welcome to Phil. Smeaton VK2BAA, who volunteered to take
over the role of Contest Co-ordinator towards the end of 2006, and who seems to have settled
in to the round of note-writing needed to keep WIA Members and the AR Community
informed. He knowsthat | wish him well for along and happy term of office.

4.Finaly | say thank you to the Executive and the Institute in general for the opportunity of
having served as Contest Co-ordinator over a period of some eight years, time that | have
enjoyed and certainly profited from personaly as well as, | believe, having made a strong
contribution to interest in contesting in Australia.

Phil Smeaton VK2BAA
National Contest Coordinator
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I’d like to thank lan Godsil VK3JS for his excellent prior work — I certainly have some big
bootsto fill!

One aspect that | am delighted to report on is the relatively recent re-emergence of multi-
operator contesting in VK. A number of groups have grasped the nettle and are forging ahead
with ambitious plans for the future in this regard. Multi-operator stations from VK have not
been greatly prevalent historically so this trend is an interesting one to watch, but also
participate in.

The VK Contest Club (VKCC) formed within recent history and has become an excellent
source of contesting experience and information. The group operate as individuals in contests,
but the additional connectivity has allowed the multi-operator aspect to flourish, with
operators previoudly in ‘isolation’ and seemingly unaware of like minded souls making
contact and formulating a strong team ethic. The fruits of their labour are evident in that
numerous records have been set for Oceaniaand VK as aresult.

There is much to do however. I’'m conscious of contests such as ANARTS having received
something of a ‘bad press’ within recent years and this aspect needs to be addressed and the
perceived negative views turned around. I’'m also keen to initiate dialogue on the subject of a
dedicated group of contesters taking stock of VK domestic contesting and reviewing proposed
rule changes prior to presentation to the WIA Board. This does not detract from the role of the
contest managers, merely adding a collective voice on contests in general to allow a haolistic
approach. This format works well around the globe and is a tried and tested methodol ogy, but
it requires review as regards relevance and suitability for VK.

I’'m arelatively new kid on the block and have only been in office for a few months, so my
impact to date upon the world of VK contesting can only really be described as ‘limited’. The
AR magazine Contesting Column is a good ‘shop window’ for contesting in general and is a
prime opportunity to encourage latent interest in established enthusiasts but also to make
newcomers aware of this particular aspect of Amateur Radio’s broad church of interests. |
intend to use this facility to enhance contest awareness and participation in VK — but time will
tell!

VHF-UHF FIELD DAYS

John Martin VK3KWA
Contest manager

The Summer VHF-UHF Field Day was first held in January 1989. For some years the level of
support was good but not outstanding, but there has been a significant increase in activity in
the last few years. In spite of the bushfires in many parts of the country, the number of logs
received for the January 2006 Field Day was the highest ever. This trend continued with the
January 2007 Field Day, which attracted even greater support and twice as many logs as were
received in 2006.
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This most recent Field Day also saw the first entries from Foundation licensees. This is
especially encouraging because the emphasis in the Field Days has always been on SSB
rather than FM.

The Spring VHF-UHF Field Day, which is held in mid November, is traditionally not quite as
active as the January event, but the gap is narrowing with the last two Spring Field Days also
enjoying record levels of support.

The rules of these events are fine tuned from time to time, but are kept as simple as possible
in order to attract the greatest possible participation. The current rules appear to be working
well, and it is recommended that these Field Days be continued in their present form.

ROSSHULL MEMORIAL VHF-UHF CONTEST

John Martin VK3KWA
Contest manager

Support for the Ross Hull Contest has been in steady decline since the mid 1990s. This
appears to reflect changes in operating practice. When the contest was established in 1950, the
primary interest of VHF-UHF operators was in working DX. That is no longer the case now
that there are alternative fields of interest such as repeaters, IRLP, digital modes etc.

The length of the contest may aso be a problem for some people. It has traditionaly run for
an average of three weeks — in fact up to 6 weeks some years ago — in order to cover the
summer DX season when VHFUHF openings are most likely to occur.

It may be possible to make rule changes that would increase the popularity of the contest.
However it is important to avoid making changes that would cause the contest to no longer
serve its aims. As a memoria contest to perpetuate the memory of the late Ross Hull, it is a
DX contest and its scoring is based on distances worked. It is recommended that those
features must remain because it is the only VHF DX contest offered by the WIA. For the
2007 — 2008 contest, it is proposed to retain the existing format but to encourage greater
participation by simplifying the log-keeping requirements.

JOHN MOYLE MEMORIAL NATIONAL FIELD DAY 18 - 19 MARCH, 2006

Denis Johnstone VK 3ZUX
Contest Manager:

This year’s entries came from every Australian mainland call areas and Tasmania. However
there were no entries from across the Tasman from ZL.

Based upon submitted logs there were some 10,865 contacts amounting to some 61,387 points
clamed. This was pretty heavy contesting but it resulted in only some 79 logs being
submitted. Unfortunately, the number of stations who went to the bother of going out and
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setting up as a portable station and then not bothering to submit a log as an entry is a
disappointment. Perhaps we can put in a little bit more effort next year? Some multiple
operators got very big scores and perhaps a revision of the rules for large club stations is
worth considering.

More than half of the portable stations that went to the effort to send in alog got a certificate.
| believe that people who made the effort to set up a portable station and operate should be
acknowledged. The rules need arevision to reward such effort?

Only two Foundation licence operators submitted a log. There were many more logged
during the contest. Perhaps they can be better advised next year? Both logs were awarded a
certificate.

Activity was carried out on all bands permitted under the rules. There was increased activity
on HF, but the frequencies followed the declining sunspot cycle. This is very close to the
bottom and so conditions are likely to improve substantially next year. In the higher
Microwave bands there was very limited activity. Maybe it follows a weather cycle, rather
than the solar cycle? VHF and UHF activity hardly atered, with the higher scoring reflecting
the higher points allowed for increased numbers of longer distance contacts.

The participation across the various Call Areas was patchy. There was one interesting
observation from these results is that the weather was a possible explanation of the very poor
turn out of portable stations in VK3 and the much improved turn out in VK2 & VKA4.

The scoring on VHF may need further revision as the scores produced on VHF seems to
exceed the scores on HF, where the effort required to get a high score, far out weighs the
comparative effort on VHF. However, is this not the nature of contesting where HF takes
time and effort to work the number of stations required, while VHF and UHF requires the
vagaries of weak signals to guarantee a contact?

Fewer stations from VK3 ventured out to operate a portable station. Maybe next year we can
get afew more portable stationsin VK3? Perhaps the weather could be kinder next time?

There were many more e ectronic logs submitted this year. This has been due largely to the
excellent work by Mike Subocz (VK3AVYV) and his worthy program VKCL (VK Contest
Log). Those that submitted a log in the VKCL export format were extremely easy to work
with. Those that smply forwarded the text output of VKCL were also rather simpler to work
with than a paper log by hand.

Unfortunately there were still a few individuals who submitted their only in PDF, while this
can be treated as text, it cannot be manipulated electronically and was as hard as hand written
text to use. Finally there were afew who sent alog submission in an electronically unreadable
form and they were asked to resubmit their logs.

Next year, the rules will state that EXCEL is the preferred submission format. A sample
linked EXCEL logging report was prepared and sent to those who requested this file.
Pleasingly many logs used this easy-to-use sample as the basis of their submission. (Contact
me at vk3zux@hotmail.comif you would like a copy of my linked spreadsheet in EXCEL for
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next year.) Other suitable file submission formats are WORD or the ADI output file from VK
Contest Log. Text files or paper files can also be used.

WeEell done to all of those that participated in the contest and well done those who bothered to
submit alog. It is hoped that the number of logs to be submitted next year will continue the
current trend of increased log numbers.

Finally, next year, | would appreciate if people could send to me a couple of photographs of
their equipment set-up and personnel involved for inclusion in the AR magazine. Thank you
to those few of you that did take the effort to send a few photos this year. These will be
submitted to AR aong with this report and give Peter Freeman vk3kal @qsl.net something
more for his magazine.

EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS

Ewan McLeod VK4ERM
National WICEN Coordinator.

Emergency Communications: the way ahead for the WIA and the amateur service.

Recent natural disasters within the Australasian region have brought to the fore the need for
prompt and capable communications from disaster sites to stable regions and their
infrastructures which able to provide appropriate response. This response relies on the receipt
of timely and accurate intelligence of many aspects the situation at the disaster site.

Within the Australasian region there is a concentration of populations on low lying coastal
regions vulnerable to tsunami and cyclonic storm surge events. When there is an event in
these regions the terrestrial links are usually destroyed and satellite links disabled or their
feeds cut. Emergency power on elevated sites may sustain satellite and other forms of
communication for afinite period dependent on the power demands.

The capability of Radio Amateurs to restore HF communications to the outside world from a
disaster site when al else had failed was dramatically demonstrated by the group of Indian
Radio Amateurs on the Andaman Islands when the tsunami destroyed al other forms of
communication. That group had specific and appropriate skills worthy of note in providing
emergency communication.

It has become clear that in addition to the very structured and organised emergency
communications provided by WICEN there may also be a need for amateurs to be prepared to
provide emergency communications outside the WICEN structure to be available if the need
arose, particularly in non-urban areas, and so it could be helpful to encourage the availability
of non AC powered equipment and a minimal knowledge of procedures

There is, under the aegis of the IARU, an international network of Amateur Radio emergency
communication and the WIA planning will connect the Australian national amateur radio
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emergency network with the international links with an emphasis on the establishment and
support of links with our neighbours in the region.

For radio amateurs engaged in the provision of emergency communications the experiences of
overseas amateur organisations, particularly the ARRL, highlights the following key lessons
which have a direct relationship to the Australian operating environment:

a. Lessonslearned must be followed by behaviors changed;

b. No two disasters demand are identical communications response so flexibility and

adaptability are essential;

The National WIA will be expected to provide leadership and resource co-ordination;

There is a constant need for maintenance and growth of communications skills;

Enhance message handling skills (A forte of WICEN);

Establish of a national database of radio amateurs, and their resources, who are prepared

and capable to provide disaster communications, this includes deployment and

sustainment limitations;

g. Establishment of a National WIA Emergency Communications Coordinator to manage
responses to large scale national or regional events,

h. Establish liaison with similar organizations in neighbouring countries,

i. Establish, maintain and improve functional relationships with national and state level
agencies and service organizations such as Red Cross Salvation Army and St John's
Ambulance; and

j.  Maximise the use of efficient communications techniques.

—~0ap

The Board of the WIA has adopted as a major task the planning and establishment of a
national network of emergency communications (WIANNEC) to cover the wider Australasian
Region down to the local level which is able to ‘operate when all else fails, especiadly in the
immediate aftermath of a disaster until local government and international organisations are
mobilised as required and available in response. Events in our region in the past few years
have highlighted the skills of Amateur Radio operators in establishing the first
communications links from disaster regions and their ability to assist in the restoration of
local government communications with their knowledge and versatility. As the Director
responsible for this aspect of the WIA’s work with fellow Director Phil Wait, | am in contact
with Emergency Management Australiain relation to the scheme

As part of the WIA action to improve the role and capability of the Australian Amateur in
Emergency Communication The WIA will prepare materia for the promotion of amateur
radio operator competency in dealing with emergency circumstances and further, that basic
emergency procedures will be added to the Foundation Licence manual text. .

The WIA will introduce an accreditation scheme for basic emergency radio communications
and emergency preparedness for amateur radio operators

The establishment and maintenance of the emergency and community service capabilities
requires confidence in the availability of spectrum resources.”



Emergency Communications WICEN

Over the past year there has been resurgence in the interest shown by Amateur Radio
operators toward WICEN and their persona involvement. Concurrent with this renewed
interest has been an increasing awareness by local governments in various regions of
Australia of the support in the provision of emergency communications in their regions by the
WICEN organisations.

The increased awareness of local governments has not been by osmosis. It has required
considered approaches by the principa WICEN representatives in those regions to take the
message of amateur communications resources that are at their call and the capabilities to
councils and emergency services.

The success of approaches has been very dependent on the establishment and sustainment of a
sound rapport between the key WICEN representatives and their counterparts in the local
government organisations. This has lead to varying levels of financial and physical support
being provided to the WICEN groups. It has been important for the local government to see
the increased contribution and capability that WICEN can provide to the people they
represent.

There are contrasts across Australia in the acceptance and understanding of WICEN
capabilities in the support of any of the emergency services and local government
organisations. This is not just the communications assets that WICEN operators bring to the
community service but also the operator skills and radio telephony disciplines which can be
applied to other than their own communications equipment.

Recently in the Victorian fires the available resource of WICEN operators was belatedly
called in to support communications and release skilled fire fighters to the fire front where
their skills could be best used. Trained WICEN members place justified pride in their
message handling skills and communications discipline, position reporting by grid reference
or GPS co-ordinates, and phonetics in difficult communications situations. These skills are
generally not as well developed in many of the volunteer and government groups supported
by WICEN. Thisis an area where skills transfer from WICEN can be achieved through joint
training activities. Once again, the achievement of the desired outcomes is initially dependent
on the establishment of good rapport between WICEN and the supported organisations.

With the increased interest being shown by local, state and the federal governments in disaster
communication at all threat levels, it is now the ideal time to promote WICEN localy. The
achievements of the Sunshine Coast WICEN group have been a fine example of what can be
achieved which now has the endorsement of the Queendand Minister for Emergency
Services. The methodology developed and applied by the Sunshine Coast WICEN group will
be documented as a strategy plan for the benefit of others wishing to lift the profile and
appreciation of WICEN in their regions.

However, if local government support is forthcoming there is a reasonable expectation that
WICEN can deliver. At all stages of development, sight should not be lost of this key
obligation.
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HISTORY

Trevor Quick VK5ATQ
Director

Will McGhie VK6UU is now our Historian. There are some difficulties with the problem of
distance. Will embarked on a project to scan all Amateur Radio magazines. With the
assistance of others including David Fisk VK5MDF there is now 20% scanned. Will has
concentrated on the pre WW?2 editions, and David on the 1970s. We hope to have a CD of the
early editions available for general sale soon.

The remaining Historic collection held by the late John Edmonds VK3AFU will be sorted and
isto be stored in Williamstown.

IARU REPORT

See pages 2022 as part of the President’s report

ITU and WRC 07 Prepar ations

David Wardlaw VK 3ADW
For the Conference and Study Group Team

WRC-07

The WIA ITU Conference and Study Group team is David Wardlaw VK3ADW, Keith
Malcolm VK1ZKM and Gilbert Hughes VK1GH.

The task of this team is to represent the WIA as a stakeholder at the various meetings
preparing the Australian position on the Agenda Items set out for WRC-07.

Keith Malcolm VK1ZKM who will be a member of the Australian Delegation will represent
the WIA at WRC-07.

WRC-07 is a mgjor treaty conference of the ITU the results of the conference; called Fina
Acts are a treaty between the Member States of the ITU. At this meeting athough
International Organizations such as the IARU can attend they cannot speak except with the
express permission of the meeting. Any written material may be accepted with permission as
an information only document.

As a Member of the Radiocommunications Sector The IARU can participate fully in the work
of the Study Groups of this Sector up to the level of the Conference Preparatory Meeting
which presents atechnical report on how to satisfy the various agenda items to be discussed at
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the conference. To this end the IARU attended numerous meetings of ITU Study Groups and
Working Parties putting forward the amateur and amateur satellite positions as affected by the
Agenda.

On the agenda, for WRC-2007 there are two items of great importance to the amateur service.

The first is Agendaltem 1.13. Of the four sections of this agenda item the one of major
interest to amateurs, relates to the review of the allocations to all services in the HF bands
between 4 MHz and 10 MHz, excluding those allocations to services in the frequency range
7000 - 7200 kHz.

At WRC 03 the solution to the 7MHz issue was only partially completed as far as the amateur
service is concerned and was the result of alot of difficult work.

Aswas noted earlier at WRC 07 all the bands between 4 and 10 MHz are to be examined with
some exceptions, one being frequencies between 7 000 and 7 200 kHz.

The Broadcasting Services are making a case for wider bands while other services claim they
cannot give up any spectrum.

Within the Australian preparatory group there is considerable pressure for no change to any of
the allocations between 4 and 10 MHz.

The IARU introduced material into ITU SG8 WP8A on sharing potential for the amateur
service around 5 MHz. As a consequence a M ethod 6 was added to CPM draft Report. This
was for an amateur secondary allocation 5260-5410 kHz.

At the recent CPM meeting to finalize the CPM Report this method of satisfying agenda item
1.13 was retained despite opposition.

Method 7 the expansion of the 7MHz in Regions 1 and 3 up to 7300 kHz was aso retained
again with opposition.

The second is Agenda Item 1.15. To consider a secondary allocation to the amateur service
in the frequency band 135.7-137.8 kHz.

The LF band issue first arose out of a Canadian proposa at WRC-03 to create a footnote
giving the amateur service secondary access to the band 135.7 to 137.8 kHz. Some
administrations claimed that it was not strictly within the agenda. Although supported it was
decided to add it to the agenda for WRC-07 in order for further sharing studies to take place.

As soon as one WRC is concluded work starts on the preparation for the next. The draft
agenda for the next WRC having been developed by the just concluded conference. This
preparatory task is given the ITU Radiocommunications Sector Study Groups, who prepare
possible ways of satisfying the agenda items, giving the reasons for their decisions, which
include the advantages and disadvantages of each method. There are Seven ITU R Study
Groups dealing with different types or aspects of Radiocommunications The various Study
are further divided into Working Groups to look at particular aspects for example WP6-E
looks at terrestrial Broadcasting which includes HF BC.
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At the September 2004 at a meeting of 1TU Study Group 8 Working Party 8A (which deals
with Amateur issues) there was a proposal that the agenda item could be satisfied by just a
footnote to the table. And the Study Group supported this.

In Australia, the ACA IRAC Preparatory Group for WRC 07 agreed with a WIA submission,
that an entry in the Frequency Table of the Radio Regulations would be a more satisfactory
solution.

Thus a proposal that a second method of satisfying the agenda item would be to have a Table
entry This proposal prepared by David Wardlaw who is the coordinator for Agenda Item 1.15
in the Preparatory Group was forwarded by Australia to the March 2005 meeting of
WPBA .and was accepted by the Working Party as a second method of satisfying the Agenda
Item

This proposal was aired again at the February meeting of APT APG2007-3 and the APT
position is now to support an entry in Frequency Table of the ITU Radio Regulations rather
than a footnote. A New Zealand proposa that any power limitations should be up to
individual administrations was accepted and this could be done by footnote if required.

A Table entry is now CEPT (European) policy
At the CPM meeting atable entry became method A with no mention of afootnote entry.
This method will give the amateur service much greater security on the band.

The International Radiocommunications Advisory Committee Preparatory Group is carrying
out Australian preparation for WRC-07 for WRC-07. The WIA is a member of this group
along with al other affected stakeholders.

The WIA is dso a member of Australian Radio Study Group 8 which is concerned with the
work of ITU Study Group 8 which amongst other things, deals with a number of technical
guestions concerning the amateur and amateur satellite services.

There is another agenda item Agenda Item 1.4 To consider frequency-related matters for the
future development of IMT-2000and systems beyond IMT-2000 which could lead to pressure
on some of our microwave bands

| TU SG8 am very important to amateurs and IARU representatives who unlike at a WRC
have full rights of participation such as making proposals regularly attend its meetings.

Another group which is important in WRC-07 preparation is the ASIA-PACIFIC
TELECOMMUNITY Thisisthe Region 3 group of nations dealing with telecommunications

This Group holds a Series of preparatory meetings of APT members to develop common
positions on the WRC-07 Agenda Items. If a position receives sufficient support it becomes a
common proposal and members sign up to it. Their names are added to the proposal that goes
to the WRC as a single document. To date it amost certain there will be a common proposal

from the APT on Agenda Item 1.15 supporting a table entry with no 1 Watt EIRP limit.
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Australia is a member of the APT and attends all these meetings. The IRAC WRC-07 PG,
which is attended by the WIA, develops the input from Australia to the meetings.
There is till one more APT APG meeting to go.

All members of the Australian Delegation to WRC-07 are bound by the Brief signed off by
the Minister

NATIONAL NEWSSERVICE

Graham Kemp VK 4BB,
WIA National News Co-ordinator

News is provided for RF rebroadcasts across Australia, PodCast service and MP3 files on the
net plus text bulletins on the web and emailed to over 300 weekly subscribers.

This year the total number of check-ins and text readers is close on 80,000 and RF accounts
for around 38,000.

RF NETWORK

Some 114 broadcast outlets plus one in South Africa have regularly transmitted the news this
year from VKIWIA. A breakdown shows

VK1 2 stations
VK235
VK3 6
VK4 20
VK515
VK6 17
VK713
VK8 6

Citizen Band broadcasts are conducted in VK2, 4 AND 7. VK6 closed their CB service
recently. CB accounts for some 1900 check-ins and the source of a number of new
F call hamsto our bands.

We receive regularly from al areas, other than the VK2WI network, the weekly call-back
numbers, and the most popular outlet with out a doubt isthe VK5RAD repeater in Adelaide
with over 2500 call-backs recorded.

The highest call back, check-in numbers in a given week was just short of 2,000 back in July
2006.
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Many listeners have now become ‘reporters using MP3's to get their news across to the VK
audience. We aso utilise audio from the RSGB and Amateur Radio Newsline.

| would encourage everybody to visit the news site on wia.org.au and see how to send us your
news, also to record an identification to ‘localise’ your areas rebroadcasts.

In closing, thank you to all our contributors, our helpers, and to YOU, for following the
activities of the WIA, clubs and individuals through VK1IWIA NATIONAL NEWS!

NATIONAL TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE (NTAC)

John Martin VK3KWA
Chairman NTAC

NTAC Organisation and Member ship

With the adoption of the revised structure for the NTAC, revised job descriptions have been
prepared for all TAC members. The duties of the technical advisors are unchanged, but there
have been some changes to the responsibilities of the regional advisors.

A new NTAC emall list has been created (thanks to Robert Broomhead). This list is proving
to be a very convenient means of consultation between NTAC members, the National
Repeater Co-ordinator and myself.

The membership of the NTAC has remained stable for some time. The only change in the past
year has been the resignation of Glenn Dunstan VK4DU because of work committments. |
wish to record my thanks to Glenn.

HF Band Planning

The 40 metre band plan was amended in order to encourage more use of the higher part of the
band. The revised plan diverges to some extent from the traditional “layered” band plan based
on operating mode, and moves towards the idea of band planning based on occupied
bandwidth.

The 10 metre band plan was revised to include a recommended calling frequency for use
within Austraia.

VHF Band Planning
With the increased popularity of EME communications, there has been discussion of changes
to severa VHFUHF band plans to provide for expanded EME band segments. A specific

proposal for band plan changes will be circulated in the near future.

The popularity of IRLP has revealed a need for specific 2 metre simplex frequencies to be
allocated for use by simplex IRLP nodes. Suitable frequencies have been identified.
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In the 13 cm band, interference to weak signal activities on 2403 MHz has continued to
increase. Three solutions are proposed — changes to the band plan for frequencies above 2400
MHz; creation of an alternative weak signal segment at 2301 MHz; and the possibility of
regaining shared access to frequencies around 2304 MHz. This last option depends on the
agreement of licence holders to sharing of the MDS channels between 2302 and 2400 MHz.
A mail-out to these licensees is being arranged.

EME

Changes are being planned to the band plan EME segments on the 2m, 70cm and 23cm
bands, as mentioned above.

The past year has seen heated controversy in international EME circles relating to the
definition of avalid contact, especialy for digital modes. This issue is being watched closely
but until there is a general agreement endorsed by IARU, it is proposed that the definitions
applied by the WIA remain unchanged.

Digital Modes

Band planning provisions for digital modes were reviewed during 2006. The existing plans
working well and no change is needed in the immediate future. The plans already include
provision for adjustment or change as new modes evolve.

ATV

In response to several queries, the band plan provisions and recommended technical standards

for ATV were reviewed, and the guidelines paper for ATV is being updated to include
recommended standards for digital ATV.

Beacons

The national frequency alocation plan for beacons was reviewed, and an updated beacon
guidelines paper has been prepared. This version includes maps illustrating the geographically
based frequency allocation plan.

Repeaters

The NTAC repeater guidelines paper has been updated (this paper provides information on
technical standards and band planning for repeaters).

The main issue raised during 2006 was the proposa to recommend specific frequencies for
use by IRLP nodes. The standardisation of CTCSS access tones has also been raised. These
issues will be discussed in the coming months.

Matters relating to the licensing of repeaters and beacons are not covered in this report, as
they are the responsibility of the National Repeater Co-ordinator.

VHF-UHF Records
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The terms and condition for VHFUHF record claims were updated, and more than 20 new
record claims processed, during 2006. A colour “Certificate of Achievement” is awarded to
all record claimants. It is interesting to note that several overseas record holders have pointed
out that their national societies offer little or no formal recognition of new distance records.

Data Bases

The beacon, repeater, and packet radio data bases are updated at regular intervals. The major
update is in mid-year, in preparation for the Call Book, but minor updates are made whenever
new information is received. On average the repeater list is updated up to ten times per year,
and the beacon and packet radio lists usually around four times.

Regional Advisors

The regional advisory members of the NTAC have again been invaluable in providing
information for the data base updates. This takes a great deal of time and attention to detail,
and the work done by these NTAC membersis very much appreciated.

The regional advisors aso play an important role in liaising with individual amateurs and
groups in their region, and advising on frequency planning for beacons and repeaters — a task
which can often be quite difficult. This is especially the case with 10 metres and 6 metres,
where an alocation made in one state must be co-ordinated with the others. For example,
proposals last year for new repeaters in VK2, VK4 and VK7 involved consultation with all
state representatives.

Conclusion

| wish to place on record my thanks to all NTAC members for their considerable work during
the year. To illustrate the kinds of duties performed by the NTAC regional advisors, | have
included below a copy of the annual report of the NTAC. South Australian Region advisor. |
have aso included in the following a list of members of NTAC which is largely unchanged
from last year.

NTAC SOUTH AUSTRALIA REGION 2006 — 2007
ANNUAL REPORT

Peter Cockburn,VK5TZX
WIA NTAC SA

Introduction

This report will provide an indication of the work undertaken by TAC in South Australia
Only a summary of the tasks undertaken by the TAC will be outlined in this report, for detail
description or understanding please refer to correspondence letters and emails over the last
year.

Requests made in the last year.
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The following tasks have been undertaken in the last year, some of which | am still waiting on
resolutions from the ACMA and National Repeater coordinator:
- Six 70cm Repeaters have changed frequency to avoid LIPD interference.
Two repeaters have relocated sites and consolidated 2m and 70cm repeaters onto one
license.
Requests for 23cm and 6m Beacons and changing of frequencies.
Two new 23cm repeaters frequencies in Adelaide.
Two new 2m repeater frequencies requested for South East of SA.
Interference issues resolved in VIC and NSW due to 2m simplex repeater gateway in
South East of SA.
Investigation into possible 70cm repeater link frequencies for South East SA and
Adelaide Metro Area.
Incorrect License details for a number of repeaters who's license is sponsored by the
WIA, still waiting resolution on a number of requests that are now over six months
old.
State Wide repeater for 2m & 70cm to be used by the Scoutsin SA.
2m repeater frequency requested for Roxby Downs.

Outstanding I'ssues That Require I nvestigation

As part of the relocation of 2m and 70cm repeater for the NERC, | discovered that a previous
TAC had dlocated in error a number of frequencies that would cause a large problem in the
Adelaide Metro areaif the TV and other associated services were put to air.

As part of this | discussed the issue with the NERC, and had no problem approving the
relocation of the repeaters and changing in frequency of the 70cm repesater.

With regards to the TV and associated services, it was agreed that if at a later stage NERC
wished to implement this service, discussions on how to minimize interference to the existing
TV channel operating in Adelaide Metro and agreement by the Southern TV Group would be
required before | would approve such aservice.

Further more to this as if you only looked at the ACMA data base the interference issue
would have appeared on the surface to seem like not much of a problem at al. It is only when
you consider that the WIA sponsored repeater licenses have not been kept up to date and have
alarge number of errorsin them that the possible problems start to emerge.

The TV repeater operated by Southern TV group has changed frequency and location. Only
after active investigation into the issue released the large interference issue that could be so
easily caused by the assumption that the ACMA data base was correct.

| have not asked the national repeater coordinator to correct this license as yet, as | am still
waiting on resolution for a number of other matters.

Potential requestsfor the next year

A couple of radio clubs are planning the installation of a few repeaters this year. At this stage
| have not been asked to allocate frequencies for them yet. But | have started working out
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what would be possible choices given the locations to which they would looking at installing
the repeater equipment.

Call Book Updates

Aswith any annually printed or compiled list it is always hard to maintain the latest up to date
information. John Martin does a wonderful job of compiling the lists that are provided by the
NTAC regions, however the finished product is only as good as the information that was
provided to John in the first place. The same old saying is true in this case, Garbage IN =
Garbage OUT.

For this reason | take it upon my self to active chase the latest information for the Call Book
by ringing all the repeater / beacon operators in SA and NT to verify the status of their
installations.

The Packet Radio information is updated by Arno VK5ZAR, which | forward to John for
inclusion into the Call Book.

| believe that this method aims to provide the Call Book list compilers with the latest possible
up to date information. By keeping the call book up to date helps ensure sales.

NTAC Membership

Chairman John Martin VK3KWA viaWIA  tac@wia.org.au
personal  jm99@netspace.net.au

Technical Advisors:

Band Plans; Beacons John Martin VK3KWA jm99@netspace.net.au

Repesters Peter Mill VK3APO pbmill @froggy.com.au
VHFUHF Walter Howse VK6KZ wjhowse@hbigpond.com
Microwaves Peter Freeman VK3KAI vk3kai @wia.org.au
EME Doug McArthur VK3UM tikaluna@bigpond.com
ATV Peter Cossins VK3BFG pcossi ns@bigpond.com
Packet Radio Barry White VK2AAB bewhite@bigpond.net.au
Digital Modes Rex Moncur VK7MO rmoncur @bigpond.net.au
Satellites Graham Ratcliff VK5AGR vk5agr@amsat.org

Regional Advisors:

VK1 John Woolner VK1ET president@vkl.wia.ampr.org
Peter Westerhof VKINPW vk1npw@netspace.net.au
VK2 Brian Kelly VK2WBK 3323wbk@tpg.com.au
VK3 Peter Mill VK3APO pbmill @froggy.com.au
VK4 Bill Sebbens VK4XZ vkdxz@wia.org.au
Len Falknau VK4ALF IfalkS5@eg.edu.au
VK5/8 Peter Cockburn VK5TZX Peter.Cockburn@cck.net.au
VK6 Eddie Saunders VK6ZSE eddie@suncity.com.au
VK7 Rex Moncur VK7MO rmoncur@bigpond.net.au

Administrative tasks:
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Repeater & Beacon

Licensing Peter Mill VK3APO pbmill @froggy.com.au
VHF/UHF Records,
Data Bases John Martin VK3KWA tac@wia.org.au

WIA Contacts.

WIA President Michael Owen VK3KI michaelj.owen@bigpond.com
WIA Secretary Ken Fuller VK4KF patken50@bigpond.net.au
NTAC Email List Admin Robert Broomhead VK3KRB vk3krb@unixtech.com.au

PUBLICATIONS

Peter Freeman VK 3KAI.
Editor AR

For many years, the Publications Committee has had responsibility for publishing Amateur
Radio magazine, under the direction of the Editor. The only other publication of the WIA has
been the annual Callbook, with no direct connection to the Publications Committee, which is
the result of past decisions.

As Editor, | took over the reins of AR magazine with the January/February 2006 issue, finally
relieving Colwyn Low. Colwyn had committed to editing the magazine for a short period
until a replacement was found — that period did drag on far beyond the expectations of all
involved. | can only hope to be able to serve our hobby as well as did Colwyn.

For me personally, this task has made massive inroads into what is “hobby time”. Unlike a
number of previous Editors, | am still employed full time and AR isrightly a hobby activity. |
suspect that many members do not appreciate the efforts of the many who contribute to the
running of the WIA, either employed or “retired”, in an officia office or other position.
Without the effort of so many, we would have a hobby facing, | suspect, many more
challenges.

Let me first acknowledge the effort contributed by al of the members of the Publications
Committee. Some act as Technical Editors, some as proof readers. We have an officia
Secretary, together with a Minutes Secretary. All involved contribute, in no small part, to the
magazine that members receive each month — apart from the combined January/February
issue each year. In addition, we must recognise Don Jackson VK3DBB, who collates the
monthly and annual statistics, the annual Index, and acts as a proof reader.

I must mention one person in particular, and | am certain that he does not seek this praise: Bill
Roper VK3BR has served on the Publications Committee for many years. In 2006, he was
honoured with Honorary Membership of the WIA, in recognition of his outstanding service.
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Bill was Secretary for many years, and continues to contribute by preparing diagrams for our
publication. During this past year, Bill has finally handed the Secretarial tasks across to Ernie
Walls VK3FM. Thanksto all involved, the transition has been very smooth.

Taking up the role of Editor of AR has been a steep learning curve. | thank Bill and the others
involved in assisting me. During the year, we have al worked on improving many aspects of
the magazine, from spelling and grammar through to magazine content and presentation. We
must also thank the team at Newsletters Unlimited, our publication house, for their work —
without them, we would have had no magazine to read.

Through the year, we have tridled and adopted some internal full-colour pages, made
possible by improvements at our main printer. Complementing this change, we have been
able to attract further advertisers. We still confront many challenges, but the overall situation
appears to be improving.

For quite some time, the Publications Committee has been operating without reliable
knowledge of the true financial implications of its actions. | am sure, with the cooperation and
consent of the Board, this situation will change in the coming year.

Towards the end of 2006, the list of contributed articles was becoming very short.
Fortunately, thanks to requests in the Editorial Comment and the responses of members to
those requests, this situation has turned around. AR is a magazine reflecting the interests and
experiences of members — if you do not contribute, we will have little to publish and share
with the ather readers. We aim to publish al material contributed for publication, as quickly
as possible. Members must appreciate that many factors contribute to the final decision to
publish in a particular issue: review and revision of the contribution, material contributed
before the article was received, the need to publish some material rapidly because the material
iscurrently topical, and so on.

| trust that the Board and the broader membership have been reasonably satisfied with our
magazine over the past year. There have been occasional delays in publication and delivery —
some due to our system constraints and others beyond our control. We have been working
toward the goal of having the magazine posted from Melbourne in the first few days of each
month, or in the last week of the preceding month. As our systems improve, we may be able
to bring this target forward. We are also attempting to source and publish articles that are
appropriate for Foundation Licence holders, whilst still stimulating other readers.

As acommittee, we will face other challenges. We trust that we will be able to meet these and
improve the financial costs, delivery times and content of your magazine in the coming year.



- 58 —

QSL BUREAU

Neil Penfold VK6NE
National QSL Bureau Coordinator.

The States and the Territory bureaux are operating in their various methods of handling the
gdl cards from the WIA members, without any grievances to my knowledge.

Each bureau has been sent the expected method of operating its bureau but there are
variations to it by some bureaux, but not to the detriment of the members.

Some feedback to questions asked of the operations by the managers has helped to become
familiar with their way of processing the gd cards. However, it was found recently that
excluding VK2 and VK3 due to their volume of gd cards handled, not all other bureaux were
sending their outgoing mail to Westlakes for sorting and onforwarding to overseas countries.
Progressin this areais proceeding!

Comparing the QSL expenses for 2006 and 2007, they being $2369 and $7242, an endeavour
is being made to find why there is the big difference between 2006 and 2007. There are aso
ongoing discussions with the Secretary as to what bureau expenses may be claimed by the
bureaux, as there are no written guidelines at present. Managers in one or two states carry
some expenses out of their own pockets, as many WIA office bearers and volunteers do also.

It is becoming more evident that overseas bureaux are sending large boxes and packages of
cards to overcome the high cost of mailing small packets on a regular basis. It has also led to
the small bureaux holding their members cards for long periods so as to accumulate an
economical weight for posting. The Netherlands and Belgium have combined their bureaux
into one to assist in this aggregation of cards for posting. As noted recently, Mexico had held
their qd cards in their bureau for FIVE years before posting off to the Australian bureaux, no
doubt to save money by trying to have an economical posting. However this leads the amateur
to not wanting to wait so very long for a reply card and resort to direct mailing of his cards.
This has lead to a request to investigate the feasibility of a WIA National Incoming Bureau.
The main reason being that the overseas bureaux would have to only post out one mailing to
Australiainstead of the present nine (VK1 thru to VK9/0).

Some bureaux handle non members gd cards on a user pays principle. This is considered to
be outside their commitment to the WIA bureau operation. This area of gd activity does
impinge on the WIA QSL Manager's time and may eventualy cause him to consider his
involvement in the bureau. Thereis a question here: isthe delivery of qd cards the property of
the WIA on receiving them from Australian Post? If so then the WIA should make the
decision as to the disposal of non members QSL cards.

Australia Post recently increased it charges by 10 to 15 %, and with the possible ggling by the
new Foundation licenees, (1000 plus), and the propagation improving allowing more contacts
to be made, there may be an increase in QSL Bureaux expenses!
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QSL WIA NATIONAL COLLECTION

Ken Matchett VK3TL
National QSL Card Curator

Securing the Collection

Much of the past expenditure incurred in maintaining the WIA Nationa Collection has
involved the purchase of steel filing cabinets designed to hold QSL cards. Further storage
cabinets would be desirable. However, due to lack of space no request for funding in this
regard has been made. All of the storage facilities are the property of the WIA, including four
cabinets that were originally the property of the curator.

The Problem of Storage Facilities.

Apart from the historical Pre-War QSLs (numbering approximately 50,000 cards held in steel
cabinets) the most valuable QSLs (Rare DX and special issue) are either stored in A3 folders
(approximately 4,000 cards) or in steel or wooden cabinets (approximately 200,000 cards). In
addition, there are approximately 90,000 cards currently held in cardboard boxes. These are
the less valuable thematic, pictorial and Russian QSLs collection. During early 2007
approximately $300 was expended on the purchase of more A3 folders to secure the
Collection.

Future of the Collection
It is desirable that the Committee make a decision upon:

(@ thefuturelocation of the Collection and
(b) the future administration of the Collection.

It is most desirable that the final location of the Collection be accessible to the Curator and a
Committee of Management (see later). In the short term | feel that the Collection should be
located in Melbourne — at least until all tasks associated with it (eg. QSL sorting, labelling,
indexing) have been satisfactorily completed. | would hope then that there is an opportunity
for other States to either play a part in the administration of the Collection and/or have the
opportunity to examine the Collection (or parts of it).

| should like to recommend the formation of an Organizing Committee to administer the
Collection. Some of the tasks, particularly the sorting of cards, obviously require a sound
knowledge of DX, but others, such as computer labelling of pages and indexing, do not. It
would be desirable if an active Amateur Radio Club or Clubs could undertake such tasks. It
would be appreciated if the Committee could come up with a firm proposal to enlist helpers
as soon as possible.

A Committee of a few members or so, visiting the Collection for a few hours every three or
four months, would no doubt suffice for the time being. | am prepared to carry out the initial
sorting of incoming cards.
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DVD
A DVD showing severa hundred selected pre-war and post-war QSL cards has been
prepared. 1t has already been shown to some clubs, and final arrangements are being made to
have the DVD available for purchase by clubs and individuals.
WIA Email Address
In early 2007 the WIA QSL Collection was allocated an email address, viz:

wiagscollection@wia.org.au | feel that this address acknowledges the significance of the
collection.

WIA Web Site

Arrangements have been made to set up a section on the WIA website to provide information
on the Collection.

REPEATER AND BEACON COORDINATION

Peter Mill VK3APO
National Repeater and Beacon Coor dinator

The processing of repeater and beacon applications, both new and variations, has progressed
steadily during the year and totalled about 30 in al. The ACMA centralised licensing has
been under some pressure since being transferred to Canberra. The technical staff are very
helpful and the WIA continues to develop a good working relationship with them. The
licensing section handles all licences, not just the Amateur Service, and at times delays are
experienced.

The function of the National Repeater and Beacon Coordinator was clarified by the Board
during the year which has given a clear reporting path being the WIA, the National TAC and
the state TAC representatives, as the states provide valuable local or specialist knowledge
resource when fielding inquiries from radio amateurs.

The creation of the internal TAC email function has enabled the circulation of requests and
information. A number of requests and band planning matters have been efficiently
resolved..

There has been some tidying up of ACMA licences held by the WIA due to the transfer of
some from the former state WIA divisions. If there are still any repeater or beacon licences
the WIA agreed to sponsor, please contact me viathe Nationa Office.

Thanks to the continued support of John Martin during the year which has greatly assisted the
efficient allocation of frequencies which all rely on good Band Planning.
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During the year an anomaly was identified with the qualifications of persons suitable to hold a
repeater or beacon licence. As the status of amateur radio needs to be held high within the
radio communication community, the WIA Board has raised the qualification requirement
with ACMA.

Awareness needs to be continually be raised at licence training classes and educational club
meetings that it is the primary responsibility of individual radio amateurs to operate within
their Licence Condition Determinations. The expected release in he second half of 2007 of the
revised LCDs will afford an opportunity to promote this important matter.

As a counter measure to LIPD interference, a number of groups have now licensed an
additional receiver using the alternative frequency split for the 70cm repeater inputs of 5.4
MHz. The results are being monitored and | expect to approve more applicationsfor 70cm
repeaters with the two receiver frequencies during the upcoming year. LIPD interference
continues to be a problem in the larger cities. Astechnology changes a number of
manufactures are moving the LIPDs to higher frequencies, but the problems they cause on
70cm will continue for decades to come.

Thanks to the States for their assistance with the coordination of the applications throughout
the year.

STANDARDS

David Wardlaw VK3ADW
Standards Group Coordinator

WIA involvement with Standards Australia

David WardlawVK3ADW attends Melbourne committee meetings and John Bishop VK2ZOI
attends Sydney meetings with Gilbert Hughes VK 1GH available for Canberra meetings.

The WIA has membership in the following Standards Australia Technical committees
RC006 Radiocommunications equipment —General

Sandardization in the field off radio communications equipment intended for
communications and distance signaling.

The following Standard has now passed through al stages and is now ready for publication

AS/NZS 5316.1.2007
Genera guidelines for fixed, mobile and broadcasting services independent of the operating
frequency

The objective of this Standard is to recommend good practice for, and to set out desirable
outcomes in the planning, locating, constructing, commissioning, operating and
decommissioning of radiocommunications sites. It addresses particularly the sharing of
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radiocommunications sites and the management of sites to manage interference and to ensure
regulatory compliance

This standard is not intended to apply to individual amateur stations which have a specific
exemption. However the standard will apply to repeaters sharing sites with other users.

There are a number of other standards dealing with CB Cordless phones etc. dealt with by this
committee. They have no impact on the amateur service

TEOO7 Human exposur e to electromagnetic fields.

To establish maximum permissible exposure limits for electromagnetic energy in
prescribed frequency ranges for the purpose of preventing harmful biological effects
to the human body.

To establish principles and methods of measurement of relevant electromagnetic fields
To liaise with other organizations as necessary regarding limits of exposure

Work is proceeding on redrafting of AS2772.2 —1988

Methods of measurement of electromagnetic interference and the use of associated
equipment

The existing Standard was last revised in 1988 and is a very old standard which is badly in
need of updating. It is entirely to do with measurement and cannot make any changes to
exposure levels.

The work on this standard is drawing heavily on international standards from both Europe and
North America.

One of the big issues is uncertainty factors (tolerances).
Thereis still alot of work to be done
Committee TE-003 Electromagnetic Compatibility
The prime functions of TEU 003 to devel op standards testifying
1. Limits of interference for protection of radio receptions;
2. Levelsof immunity to electromagnetic interference for electrical equipment and;
3. Methods of measurement of electromagnetic interference and the use of associated
equipment.
This committee is responsible for the Australian EMC standards and examines |IEC/CISPR
standards for adoption as Australian Standards. A number of members of the committee
attend meetings of CISPR participating in many of the working Groups involved in the of

internationa standards.

A BPL subcommittee has been formed. Phil Wait who is doing a very good job and will be
reporting separately on BPL represents the WIA on this subcommittee. The ACMA is aso
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heavily involved on this subcommittee having recruited a further expert on measurement.
Thereis still concern about the lack of a suitable Australian standard.

CISPR 22 dealing with IT equipment is being amended to cover BPL. At a previous annual
CISPR meeting agreement could not be reached and the Project was set back to zero. Work
seems to be getting underway again but still not fast enough for usin Australia.

It is now very close to the CISPR meeting to be held this year in Sydney. About 250
delegates from all over the world are expected to attend. As a member of TEOQO3 the WIA will
be entitled to attend. This would be an excellent way to see how an international standards
committee functions.

All these Standards committees are joint Australia - New Zealand and the NZART has
appointed amateurs who are already on the committees in other roles as their representatives
in this way they save considerable travel expenses. Unfortunately if there is a conflict the
amateur position has to take second place (a very rare occurrence) this cooperation between
the WIA and the NZART isvery useful asit gives the amateurs an extra voice.

.The IARU Region 3 has an EMC Coordinator unfortunately we do not seem to have received
any material from him. Nor do we get any information from the lARU EMC coordinator

TheITU is concerned about the interference potential of BPL and has a resolution concerning
the matter. The proponents of BPL seem to have ignored the ITU.

TEOO3 is also concerned with the lack of ITU participation in CISPR meetings and is
following the matter at a CISPR management level.

INTRUDER WATCH

Glenn Dunstan VK4DU
Intruder Watch Coordinator

The two biggest intruders into amateur bands of the past year have both emanated from
China.

An over the horizon radar system has been causing severe interference to our 3.5 and 7 MHz
bands. It was eventually tracked to an Island off the Chinese coast. After repeated
complaints, the signal has moved off 80 and 40, although it could re-appear at any time.

In asaga reminiscent of 1950's and 60’ s cold war Europe, the Chinese Government have been
jamming a pirate broadcasting station from Taiwan called the Sound of Hope.

This station has been using our 14 and 18 MHz bands to spread its anti-Chinese propaganda.
Of course, the Chinese responded in kind, with a massive signal relaying their domestic
service on top of the pirate. Given the political nature of the pirate station, numerous
complaints to the Chinese administration achieved nothing.



The pirate’s signal on 18160 kHz is being jammed by the Chinese as | write this.

The bottom end of the 7 and 14 MHz bands suffer from the usual Indonesian pirates, who
merrily conduct multi-station QSO’s on adaily basis.

Probably the biggest breakthrough of the past few years has been the formalisation of the
Intruder Watch relationship between the WIA and the ACMA. Thisformalisation means that
we now have areal mechanism to resolve intruder issues.

However, the WIA Intruder Watch service will not work unless it receives reports from
individual amateurs. | have to say that the level of IW reporting from Australian amateurs has
been, frankly, pathetic.

To those stalwarts out there who send in reports, my heartfelt thanks. To the rest of you, | say
please think about sending in reports. The report form (and detailed instructions for its
completion) can be downloaded off the website.

Are you willing to let our bands be completely taken over by pirates? Have a listen down the
bottom end of 40 and 20, and you will see what | mean.....

Unfortunately, | am unable to continue in the Intruder Watch role because of work
commitments. However, | am pleased to advise that one of the only regular contributors of
IW reports, Karl Hennig, VK6XW, has very kindly agreed to step into my role.

| wish Karl all the best, and ask that you support him by sending in reports.



