	VK/ trans-Tasman Contests - 2010
160 Metres  -  Post Contest Analysis 
1. Participation:
100 stations participated (158 last year, and 168 in '08).

  4 X VK1                                              0 X ZL1
24 X VK2                                              7 X ZL2                                             
28 X VK3                                              2 X ZL3
 8 X VK4                                               3 X ZL4
10 X VK5                                              
  1 X VK6            
11 X VK7  

2. Conditions:
High QRN early, in VK4. 
Poor propagation across the Tasman.  
ZL's  struggled to work VK's, which put them at a scoring disadvantage, with VK's feeding off Vk's.
While every effort has been made to maintain a "level playing field" for all, propagation
conditions across the Tasman cannot be compensated for.

3. Participation Factor:
Again this year, the Participation Factor was applied to ZL's "VK contacts" points.
Despite a very low factor of 0.168 being applied, and the poor propagation across the Tasman, the results, from the few ZL logs submitted, indicate that ZL's still have an advantage over VK's with a similar number of contacts.
However, overall, the Participation Factor is correcting the large bias that previously 
favoured  ZL's, when they scored a full 10 (not subject to the Performance Factor), for
working a VK (of which there are many).
The Participation Factor will be retained for this reason, and because it varies depending on the ratio of ZL's to VK's.
It should be understood that if the number of ZL's = number of VK's, the "factor" would be zero, and no ZL score reduction would apply.
 - The more ZL's participating, - the less the ZL score reduction. 

160M Phone:    14 ZL's divided by 86 VK's = 0.1628    
- All ZL's "VK contacts" points reduced by  0.8372  

Logs Received:
28 logs received. This was down on last year. (42), and on '08 (52).
= 27.0% of participants (30.3% last year, and 30.3% in '08).

As it is the return of logs that determines the viability of the Contest
(ie: whether it is worthwhile running it next year), - things are looking "worrying".

This decline was partly attributable to a holiday/long weekend in Oz, and a clash with the new VK-Shires Contest.

- The high spots:      Better VK1, VK5 and VK7 participation.

                                   
- The low spots:        The decrease in the ratio of ZL : VK participation 
                                The lack of VK6's, VK8's and ZL’s, generally.
                                 Poor propagation across the Tasman.
                                 Only 5 ZL logs submitted, from 14 participants.
                               

4. Changes for 2011 Contest:
The 160M Contest will be set back two weeks (to 25th June), to avoid the Oz Queen's Birthday weekend, and the VK-Shires Contest.

 

  

	


 
