VK/ trans-Tasman Contests - 2010
Post Contest Analysis (80 metres Phone :
1. Participation:
207 stations participated  (compared to 252 last year, and 301 in 2008).
This comprises all Phone Categories.
4  X  VK1    


    OK                   9  X  ZL1   (4 last year)   - better
50 X  VK2    (32   down  ) - poor               15  X  ZL2   (10    "     " )  -     "
54  X  VK3   ( 8       "      ) - fair                   6  X  ZL3   (  same      )  -  OK
25  X  VK4   (12      "      ) - fair                 12 X  ZL4   (  up 6        )  -  good
15  X  VK5   (2   up        ) - good                  
  1  X  VK6   (7   down   ) -  no good            
16  X  VK7   (3      "        ) - OK
  0  X  VK8   (same         ) - poor       *  VK's decreased to 165, from 226 last year.
                                                       *   ZL's increased to   42, from   26 last year.

2. Conditions:
80M Phone       Poor propagation to south VK (although low QRN) early, in VK4, then improved. Good to NZ, then got even better. Oz and NZ.
very low QRN in ZL4, and good propagation to VK. 
                                                    
3. Participation Factor:
Again this year, the Participation Factor was applied to ZL's "VK contacts"points.
The P/F of 0.2370 was due to low ZL participation. Despite ZL points for 
VK contacts being substantially reduced, -
A comparison of VK scores with ZL scores that had a similar number of contacts, still shows that 
the ZL's had LESS contacts for the same/similar score. 
So, there is no reason for ZL's to feel hard done by. Participating in larger numbers will improve their chances.

However, overall, the Participation Factor is correcting the large bias that previously favoured  ZL's, when they scored a full 10 (not subject to the Performance Factor), for working a VK (of which there are many). 
The Participation Factor will be retained for this reason, and because it varies depending on the ratio of ZL's to VK's.
It should be understood that if the number of ZL's = number of VK's, the "factor" would be zero, and no ZL score reduction would apply. – The more ZL's participating, - the less the ZL score reduction.


Logs Received:
This was down a bit on last year, at 52. (61 logs in '09)
52 logs received,  = 25.1% of participants. (last year, 24.2%).
Of the 52 logs received, 37 worked all hours = 71% of logs. (33 logs/52% last year).
8 worked 5 hours,  =   15% of logs. ( 6 logs/ 10% last year).
In all, 86% of logs (64% last year) were competitive (attempting to win). - 
This was below 50% in 2004.
As it is the return of logs that determines the viability of the Contest 
(ie: whether it is worthwhile running it next year), 
- things are still looking good, apart from ever-declining ZL participation.
- The high spots:      *  Percentage of stations working all hours of the Contest was 
 further improved over the good levels set last year.
                                 *  VK/CL logging program worked flawlessly (providing the 
                                    correct info was entered). This made the Contest Manager's
                                    task much easier.
                                
- The low spots:        *  The increase over poor  ZL participation in 2009. (up 61%)
                                  *   slight drop in VK participation, and only one VK6 contact,   and no VK8's.
                               

4. Changes for 2010 Contests:

None contemplated.
