	2010 80M Phone Feedback Comments:


*     
 ZL4GQ multi-op  (Robin McNeill - ZL4IG):
We had a relatively inexperienced team, which showed up not only with our score, but with me climbing the mast by torch, to get a few extra metres onto the pole supporting our inverted-Vee. We set up at the Awarua Rocket Tracking Station, and after some emergency trips back to town, for forgotten essentials, we were QRV with minutes to spare.
Conditions were great, for other than VK/Central or VK/West Zones, but we just couldn't catch up with our arch rivals, ZL4AA and ZL4AL.

All in all we had a heap of fun, and hope to be QRV again next year, ahead of our rivals !

*    
ZL4AA multi-op(Alan ,ZL4FM, President Otago Branch 30) :
Being the first time in this Contest, I had an absolute ball.
I am looking forward to having a go at the next one.

*      ZL4QD (Kevin Hand ):
The band was quieter than it normally is, here, so we had a most enjoyable night.
Equipment used was 100W into a a Kenwood TS 530S into a multi-band dipole, fed with open wire feeders. 

*      VK3APC (Gerard - VK3GER - Pres Moorabbin Dist R.C)) :
Our intention was to run as a multi-operator, Club station, but with members all at the local Hamfest, it was left up to me.
Never-the-less, conditions were good, with low noise, and it was a pleasure for me to take part in the Contest, and get the Club's callsign on air.There was more than enough activity, including ZL's to keep me busy. Let's hope 160M will be similar.
 
 *    
VK3FRC multi-op (VK3GB, Roy Seabridge, F.A.M.P.A.R.C) :
The VK/CL logging program worked flawlessly. We have improveed on our last year's score, so it will be interesting to see if the participation was up. I hope this is the case so as to justify the effort you put into running the Contest.
Our only problem was two operators that pulled out at the last minute, but we managed.
Once again, thank you for running the most enjoyable Contest of the year.
We are looking forward to 160M.
 *       VK7VKV - multi-op (Vince Henderson - VK7VH):
This year we operated from Ray's property atLachlan, about 15km from Hobart.We used a dipole and an extended double Zepp (the antenna from Hell Mk V). We mainly used the dipole, with a Kenwood TS 2000. Next year we plan to use a 3 element Collinear (the antenna from hell - MK VI). Ray has the room to put up this big antenna, and we hope to orientate it to favour NZ.
Conditions were generally good, and it was great to catch up with many stations that have supported the Contest over the years.
This year seemed to be well supported, although we didn't hear any VK6's.
It is the type of Contest that has keen operators, while at the same time, remaining very friendly.
We always enjoy the VK/ trans-Tasman Contests, and this year was no exception.  - Thank you Bruce for your continued hard work, in making this a great Contest. - We think it deserves the title of "the best Contest - period" !
 *       VK4SN (Alan Shannon):
The evening started with S7 QRN at this location, and very poor propogation.
Thankfully the band picked up in the 2nd hour, and the evening turned into an enjoyable event. Even QRP stations were audible, and a good time was had by all.
*  VK2AOA multi-op (Bob Paton, VK2ABP, Orange & Dist ARC):
We set up at Macquarie Woods (about ½ way between Orange and Bathurst).
Temperatures may have fallen below zero, but there was nolack of enthusiasm from those that attended.

While it was my first time, it was great for the Club to take part in this Contest again. - We are looking forward to 160M, although it will probably be even colder !
 *      VK4GH(Catherine Hammond):
Propagation was poor in the first couple of hours, although I did have some contacts to VK7. QRN was not too bad.At the same time, propagation to NZ was surprisingly good for the time of day, and later in the evening, was near perfect.
I only had one VK5 contact, and no VK6's.
Thanks for running the event.
 
 
2010 160M Phone Feedback Comments:

 *
VK3FRC (Roy Seabridge - VK3GB):
Once again. Thank you for running one of the best VK Contests.With the new VK-Shires Contest on the same night, and the Queen's Birthday weekend, we at F.A.M.P.A.R.C were a little thin on the ground.
Although the band was quiet, we onlymanaged to exchange numbers with eight ZL's, and only scored one group of three 30 pt bonus.

*
VK2CU (Justin Lavery):

I operated from my Father's farm, 35km NE of Armadale. Although it was very cold, the location had three things going for it on 160M - space, altitude and low noise (once the electrified fences were switched off !). 
The antenna was a ½ wave dipole suspended between two trees, and supported at the centre with a Hill's Tele-mast. - Iworked out that I walked 1.5km back and forth, tuning it !

*
VK2IG/QRP (Mike Dower);

Thanks again for managing the 2010 VK/ trans-Tasman Contests.I ran 5W through an ATU, into a ¼ wave sloping wire, pointed at New Zealand. I also occasionally used my 80M inverted vee as a low noise receiving antenna.
The few VK4, VK5, one VK6 and two VK1's that I heard, were not worked.
Propagation was dismal early, and although it improved, there were no strong ZL signals. VK5CV and VK3YXC were the only other QRP stations that I, and had my best report from VK3IO (5X9 +10db).
Most stations reported using antennas like top-loaded vertical, inverted L, dipole, ¼ wave sloper, end-fed ½ wave, etc. - But I thought the most interesting was a kite antenna, used by VK5AB/p.
In all, another enjoyable VK/ trans-Tasman Contest ....

*
VK2ABP multi-op (Bob Paton):

Thanks for putting on these Contests. We had a ball of fun (even in th sub-zero temperatures, out in the bush). The campfire was very welcome, as was the lovely lamb roast and veg', done in the camp oven.
Looking forward to next year.....

*
VK3WL (Bruce Kendall):

The Contest went well, and my experience was that the contestants were well behaved and cordial. Perhaps this could be because 160M is a bit of a challenge (a bit like CW used to be), and maybe it acts as an idiot filter.
The Contest was great fun, and I encourage you to keep it going. It certainly brings the 160M operators out of the woodwork, which is great.

One station I worked (VK3DAG) had never beenon 160M before.He end-fed the feeder of his 80M fullwave skywire loop at 10M high, and put out a walloping signal.
Thanks for managing the Contest .....

*
VK2BJT (Ian Miller):

Thanks for organising the Contest, -  great fun.The VKCL logging program is fantastic for this style of scoring.

 

