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Tune-In to the world – Amateur radio gets people talking

Wireless Institute of Australia
NATIONAL FIELD DAY CHECKLIST
The National Field Day on October 23rd is fast approaching and now is the time to ensure that you have everything ready for this new event.

This checklist might assist you in preparation for this fun day.

1. Look for a good site with the following properties:

a. Busy where there will be many interested people.

b. Suitable location where the public can interact with the station in a safe fashion.

c. Room enough to erect antennas for the bands to be employed.

2. Seek the site owner’s permission to use the site, find out what conditions they might impose and above all check their Public Liability Insurance requirements (many sites require $20M).

3. Register your interest on the NFD Registration web page.

4. Check your club’s insurance policy to ensure that it is sufficient for the event.

5. Select an Event Manager.

6. Select an Event Safety Officer. This can not be the same person as the Event Manager. They will need to establish and maintain site safety for the duration of the event.
7. Decide what bands you will be working and what transceivers and antennas will be required. 

8. Look at possible power sources especially renewable energy sources as their use provides valuable points.

9. Determine what kind of shelter will be required, organise food and drink for those present and make sure that you have first aid equipment ready.
10. Select some articulate people to front the team where they will welcome people to the site and provide them with a non-technical description of the equipment in use.
11. Select participants who will present Amateur Radio in the best possible light.

12. Have everyone present wear the same type of shirt so that your team gives the impression of a professional and capable organisation. This shirt might be a club shirt or one of the specially designed National Field Day shirts soon to be available on the NFD website.

13. Prepare an information table with club photographs, brochures, details of the club, business cards and Foundation Licence Manuals.

14. Obtain a suitable logging program or make up some log sheets for the event.

15. Produce a list of potential visitors (Government, Emergency Services) who could be invited to the event to gain extra points.

16. Look at ways of getting news and the event information out to the radio, television and print media.
17. Work on providing some form of educational activity to be run at the event. Contact a local school or scout group who might like to participate in this activity.

18. You will need to provide some photographs to provide proof of some aspects of the event so it would be prudent to identify a good photographer in your group.

